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Executive Summary

The tidal freshwater monitoring (TFM) project reported herein is part of the research, monitoring, and
evaluation effort developed by the Action Agencies (Bonneville Power Administration, the U.S. Army
Corps of Engineers [USACE], and the U.S. Bureau of Reclamation) in response to obligations arising
from the Endangered Species Act (ESA) as a result of operation of the Federal Columbia River Power
System. The project is being performed under the auspices of the Northwest Power and Conservation
Council’s Columbia Basin Fish and Wildlife Program (Project No. 2005-001-00). The research is a
collaborative effort among the Pacific Northwest National Laboratory, the Oregon Department of Fish
and Wildlife, the National Marine Fisheries Service, and the University of Washington.

Goal and Objectives

The overarching goal of the TFM project is to bridge the gap in knowledge between tidal freshwater
habitats and the early life history attributes of migrating salmon. The research questions include: In what
types of habitats within the tidal freshwater area of the Columbia River are juvenile salmon found, when
are they present, and under what environmental conditions? What is the ecological contribution of
shallow (0—5 m) tidal freshwater habitats to the recovery of ESA-listed salmon in the Columbia River
basin?

Field data collection for the TFM project commenced in June 2007 and since then has continued
monthly at six to nine sites in the vicinity of the Sandy River delta (river kilometer 192-208). While this
report includes summary data spanning the 19-month period of study from June 2007 through December
2008, it highlights sampling conducted during calendar year 2008. Detailed data for calendar year 2007
were reported previously. The 2008 research objectives were as follows:

1. Characterize the vegetation composition and percent cover, conventional water quality, water surface
elevation, substrate composition, bathymetry, and beach slope at the study sites within the vicinity of
the Sandy River delta.

2. Characterize the fish community and juvenile salmon migration, including species composition,
length-frequency distribution, density (#/m2), and temporal and spatial distributions in the vicinity of
the Sandy River delta in the lower Columbia River and estuary (LCRE).

3. Determine the stock of origin for juvenile Chinook salmon (Oncorhynchus tshawytscha) captured at
sampling sites through genetic identification.

4. Characterize the diets of juvenile Chinook and coho (O. kisutch) salmon captured within the study
area.

5. Estimate run timing, residence times, and migration pathways for acoustic-tagged fish in the study
area.

6. Conduct a baseline evaluation of the potential restoration to reconnect the old Sandy River channel
with the delta.

7. Apply fish density data to initiate a design for a juvenile salmon monitoring program for beach
habitats within the tidal freshwater segment of the LCRE (river kilometer 56-234).



Study Sites

The 2008 study involved monthly sampling at six sites (A, B, C, D, E, and N; Figure ES.1). During
fall 2008, in response to a recommendation from the Independent Scientific Review Panel to expand the
spatial extent of sampling, we added three sampling sites (F, H, and I; Figure ES.1) for a total of nine
sites. Sites were selected to provide a diversity of tidal freshwater habitats (e.g., main stem island, river
confluence delta, shallow side channel), as well as allow evaluation of the effectiveness of the potential
restoration of the historic Sandy River channel.
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Figure ES.1. Tidal Freshwater Monitoring Sampling Sites 2007-2008 in the vicinity of the Sandy River
Delta on the Lower Columbia River (rkm 192-208). Base sites established during 2007
include Sites A, B, C, D, E, and N. Three new sites were added to the study during 2008:
Sites F, H, and I. Flow is from right to left.

Methods

The general approach of the TFM project is to integrate fish and ancillary data with habitat data at
each site. During 2007 and 2008, these data were supplemented with acoustic telemetry data from our
study area for juvenile salmon tagged as part of other studies. The methods for the TFM project address
status and trends monitoring of juvenile salmon density and genetic stock identification, critical
uncertainties research on juvenile salmon use of tidal freshwater habitats during winter, and action
effectiveness research on the potential reconnection restoration of the historic Sandy River channel.

Habitat characteristics, including topography/bathymetry, substrate, and vegetation, were evaluated
once at each site during the 2007/2008 study period. Water surface elevation and temperature data were
collected continuously at several sites (A, B, C, and N) using permanent data loggers. To characterize
vegetation, we documented site-specific plant community composition and percent cover to produce site-
specific maps that portrayed major vegetative features at the sites.

Fish were collected with beach seines. During June 2007 through April 2008, a seine constructed of
5-mm knotless mesh and measuring 30.5 m long and 3 m deep was used. We concluded that this net,
while providing useful data, could be improved upon in terms of length, shape, and bridle arrangement.
Therefore, we specified a new seine, which was delivered for sampling during May 2008 and beyond.
The new seine is 46 m long and 3 m deep at the center with wings that taper to 1.5 m. Whenever
possible, we deployed the seine by boat. Two replicate, non-overlapping hauls were set at each site, with
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the hauls temporally segregated by at least 30 minutes. Fish captured were identified by species, counted,
and their lengths were measured. Juvenile Chinook salmon were fin-clipped for genetics analysis and
Chinook, coho, and chum salmon were lavaged for diet analysis. Fin clip samples were processed for
stock identification using genetic mixture analysis. For the diet samples, we enumerated and identified all
prey items to the lowest classification possible using standard taxonomic keys. Ancillary data collected at
each site during the monthly sampling trip included water temperature, dissolved oxygen, water velocity,
global positioning system location, distance between the water’s edge and a bench mark, and a
photograph.

As part of the USACE’s acoustic telemetry studies, juvenile spring and fall Chinook salmon and
steelhead were tagged with acoustic transmitters (weight 0.63 g in air) and released in the Snake River at
Lower Granite Dam and at five locations in the Columbia River from Arlington (rkm 390) to Skamania
(rkm 222), inclusive. To detect these fish as they migrated through the TFM study area during 2008, four
autonomous acoustic receivers were deployed in deep areas to maximize signal detectability: Reed
Island, near Site A; Flag Island downstream of Site B; the gap between Flag and Gary islands; and Gary
Island near Site E (Figure ES.1). All nodes sampled 24 h/d during their deployment (May through July
2008).

Statistical analyses were applied to evaluate the seasonal community structure of fish within the study
area. We analyzed salmon density at paired sites as part of a preliminary baseline evaluation for the
Sandy River rechannelization restoration. In addition, regression analysis examined the relationship
between environmental variables and salmon density. An analysis-of-distance approach incorporated
components of fish community structure and environmental variables at monthly time scales. Between-
and within-site variance components were examined for eventual development of a monitoring
framework for juvenile salmon within shallow, tidal freshwater habitats of the Columbia River.

Results

Habitat Characteristics

The shallow water habitats sampled for the TFM study are primarily comprised of substrates ranging
from sandy to silty. Sites dominated by the mid-range fractions (e.g., >70% fine to medium sands)
included B, F, and H. Only three sites (C, D, and H) included coarse sediment fractions that exceeded
15% of the overall grain size composition.

The topography of the TFM sites ranges from gradually sloping, low-relief transitions out of uplands
to steeply graded beach slopes. Sites C, D, and F include expansive flats that extend from steep upland
areas to the river channel. The micro-topographies at Sites C and D are unique from other sites in that
small hummocks are scattered throughout expansive flats.

Water surface elevation was generally lowest from September through November. Water elevation
increased through the winter months and into the spring freshet, after which it declined. The seasonal
pattern of water-level fluctuation was most similar among Sites A, B, and C. Water elevation at Site N
was least like the other sites in that the amplitude of change resembled a step pattern.

Water temperature was highest during August 2007 at all sites where continuous data loggers were
deployed (Sites A, B, C, and N). Temperature decreased through the winter months after which
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temperatures increased through the spring and summer. Water temperature was highest from August
through September and exceeded 20°C most frequently at Sites A and B. Temperatures exceeded 20°C at
Sites C and N during similar time periods; however, elevated water temperatures occurred less frequently
at these sites compared with Sites A and B.

Plant community types were grouped into several broad classes ranging from submerged aquatic
vegetation at the lower elevations to stable riparian communities at the higher elevations in the study area.
We encountered 62 species of plants at the eight sites investigated in 2007 and 2008. (Site I will be
surveyed in 2009.) The most commonly encountered plant was Salix spp., which was noted at all eight
sites surveyed. The frequency of occurrence of Creeping spikerush (Eleocharis palustris), horsetail
(Equisetum spp.), rice cutgrass (Leersia oryzoides), marsh seedbox (Ludwigia palustris), water milfoil
(Myriophyllum spp.), and reed canary grass (Phalaris arundinacea) was secondary to Salix spp. Reed
canary grass, an invasive wetland species, was present at most sites, although its relative cover was less
than 5% at all sites except Sites A and N (10% to 15%).

Fish Characteristics

During the June 2007 through December 2008 sampling period, we performed 237 beach seine hauls
and collected over 100,000 fish. The catch was comprised of 29 species. The diversity of taxa was
greatest during summer and winter months. Threespine stickleback (Gasterosteus aculeatus), peamouth
chub (Mylocheilus caurinus), banded killifish (Fundulus diaphanous), and juvenile Chinook salmon
(Oncorhynchus tshawytscha) were captured at all nine sites. Non-native fishes comprised approximately
46% of the taxa sampled during 2007-2008 and were predominant in shallow off-channel sites near
Chatham and Gary islands (Sites B and E), and within the historic Sandy River delta (Sites C and N).
Compared with the abundance of native and non-native groups, the overall abundance of juvenile salmon
was much lower.

Abundance of juvenile salmon peaked during winter 2007 and spring 2008. Salmon density was
greatest at Site E followed by Sites A, D, and B in decreasing order. Unmarked Chinook salmon were the
most abundant salmon and were encountered at all sites except Site F, and during all months except
January and February 2007. While the densities of marked Chinook and coho salmon were low compared
to unmarked Chinook salmon, both were distributed at similar sites. The presence of marked Chinook
salmon was limited to April through October. Unmarked coho salmon occurred during all months except
late summer to early fall (August—October). The presence of chum salmon (O. keta) was brief; these
species were only encountered during the April and May sampling dates.

The size of Chinook salmon increased through the spring and summer months. The largest fish
(approximately 100- to 104-mm fork length) encountered at the TFM sites occurred during November and
December of both years. At some sites (D and H), the sizes of marked and unmarked Chinook salmon
were similar, while at other sites (Sites A—C) marked Chinook salmon were larger compared to their
unmarked counterparts.

Genetic stock identification was conducted on fin-clip samples from 426 juvenile Chinook salmon:
277 unmarked and 149 marked fish. Most unmarked juvenile Chinook salmon were from the Upper
Columbia River summer/fall stock group (52%), which includes fish spawning below Bonneville Dam
and areas well upstream. Substantial proportions were also estimated for the West Cascade Tributary
(16%) and Spring Creek (15%) fall run stock groups. Smaller percentages were estimated for fall run
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populations in the Snake (8%) and Deschutes (3%) rivers and for spring Chinook salmon from the
Willamette River (6%) and West Cascade Tributary (<1%) stock groups. Most marked fish were from
the Spring Creek group fall stock (75%). Seventeen percent of the marked fish sampled were from the
Upper Columbia River summer/fall stock, originating from spawning populations upstream and
downstream of Bonneville Dam. Small percentages were estimated for fall Chinook salmon from the
Snake River (4%) and West Cascade Tributary (3%) groups. Spring run fish from the Snake River were
absent from both the marked and unmarked samples.

Diets of juvenile Chinook salmon were generally dominated by aquatic Diptera (mostly
Chironomidae and Ceratopogonidae), regardless of sampling month or site of capture. Mysids and
amphipods were encountered sporadically, although at times composing appreciable proportions of the
diet. The diets of juvenile coho salmon also were generally dominated by aquatic dipterans. Non-
dipteran aquatic insects comprised large proportions of coho salmon diets at times, particularly during
April 2008 at Site A, where these taxa accounted for approximately 50% of prey items encountered.

A total of 981 juvenile salmonids, approximately 7% of the total number of tagged fish, were detected
by at least one of the four acoustic receivers in side channels of the Columbia River within the TFM study
area. Of this total, the majority were yearling spring Chinook salmon (500) and subyearling fall Chinook
salmon (415) with the remaining fish being steelhead (66). Of the 981 detected fish, 93% had been
released in the Columbia River; the remaining 7% had been released in the Snake River at Lower Granite
Dam. The majority of fish detections occurred at the Reed Island node (Site A). The Flag Island node
(near Site B) yielded the fewest detections. Residence time was longer for subyearling fall Chinook
salmon (1-10 h) than for yearlings (0.5-2 h). Steelhead had the shortest residence times (<0.5 h) of the
three species of tagged fish in the study area. Migration pathway data showed that the majority of the
acoustic-tagged fish in the study area used the main river channel exclusively (93%; 13,063 of 14,044
fish). Conversely, 7% of the acoustic-tagged fish migrating from upriver release sites were present in
side-channel habitats in the study area, as mentioned above. Of these, an appreciable number of fish
passed behind Reed Island in proximity to Site A. The migration pathway through the islands near the
Sandy River delta was typically downstream, as indicated by sequential movements from the gap node to
the Gary Island node (Site E). Few acoustic-tagged fish appeared to use the potential migration pathway
along the Oregon shore behind Chatham Island.

A preliminary analysis of the relationship between juvenile salmon density and habitat characteristics
did not reveal any environmental covariates or sets of covariates that adequately explained differences in
salmon density between sites. However, a preliminary analysis of fish community composition
categorized as native fishes, non-native fishes, and salmonids, indicated that fish community composition
towards greater native and salmonid proportions was related to higher dissolved oxygen concentration. In
addition, river stage was inversely related to salmonid and native species composition. During 2009,
further analysis will be conducted on a spatially and temporally broader data set than was available for
2007/2008.

Statistical analysis indicated that the within-site variability among replicate beach seine hauls was
twice as large as the between-site variability (coefficient of variation 1.514 vs. 0.731, respectively).
Within-site standard deviation between samples was 150% larger than the mean salmonid density.
Effective monitoring may necessitate greater within-site sampling effort, other more consistent
techniques, or greater efforts aimed at sampling over larger spatial scales as opposed to an intensive site-
scale focus.



Conclusions and Recommendations

The results from the June 2007 through December 2008 study period lead to the following
conclusions about the habitats and ecology of juvenile salmon in tidal freshwater of the LCRE as sampled

monthly with beach seines and other equipment at nine sites in the vicinity of the Sandy River delta (tkm
192-208):

1. Habitat characteristics at the nine monthly sampling sites were diverse. Substrate spans from sandy
to silty. Topography ranges from gradually sloping, low-relief areas to steeply graded beaches.
Some sites had a moderate or high percent cover of emergent vegetation dominated by E. palustris,
while Salix spp. are wide spread.

2. Juvenile Chinook and/or coho salmon were present at all types of tidal freshwater habitats sampled
and were present during all months of the year. The fish community we sampled in shallow tidal
freshwater was dominated by four species—threespine stickleback, peamouth chub, Northern
pikeminnow, and banded killifish.

3. Unmarked juvenile Chinook salmon were primarily from the upper Columbia River summer/fall
stock group, which includes individuals from the upper Columbia River, mid Columbia River,
Columbia Gorge, and sources below Bonneville Dam. The West Cascade Tributary, Spring Creek,
Snake River, and Deschutes River fall run stock groups were also present in the study area. Marked
juvenile Chinook salmon were mostly from the Spring Creek group with some from the Snake River
and West Cascade Tributary groups.

4. Regardless of sampling month or site of capture, the diets of juvenile Chinook salmon are generally
dominated by aquatic insects (Diptera, mostly Chironomidae and Ceratopogonidae).

5. Itis feasible to use acoustic telemetry to detect juvenile salmon tagged with the smallest available
acoustic transmitters (0.45 g in air) in relatively deep (>3 m) side-channel habitats of the LCRE.
Although most of the tagged fish (>*95 mm FL) migrate downstream in the main river channel, about
10% of the tagged fish use side-channel routes in tidal freshwater.

6. The TFM project’s baseline data on fish densities will be applicable to the evaluation of the potential
rechannelization of the Sandy River delta and design of a juvenile salmon monitoring program for
beach habitats within tidal freshwater segment of the LCRE (rkm 56-234).

Future TFM research will evaluate our cumulative datasets in the context of providing an
understanding of the relationship between the ecological role of shallow tidal freshwater habitats and
juvenile salmon life histories. Recommended objectives for the Year 3 study (May 2009 through April
2010) are as follows:

7. Describe migration characteristics of juvenile salmon in tidal freshwater in the context of their
habitats and fish communities by completing the following activities:

a. Characterize the fish community and juvenile salmon migration, including species composition,
length-frequency distribution, average weights, density (#/m?), and temporal and spatial
distributions in the vicinity of the Sandy River delta and other tidal freshwater habitats within the
lower Columbia River, and apply the density data to contribute to the design of a juvenile salmon
monitoring program for the entire tidal freshwater segment (rkm 56—234).

b. Determine the genetic stock of origin for juvenile Chinook salmon captured at beach seine
sampling sites.
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c. Characterize vegetation composition and percent cover, conventional water quality, water
surface elevation, substrate composition, bathymetry, and beach slope at sites within tidal
freshwater.

d. Assess statistical relationships between salmon abundance and habitat characteristics, including
ancillary variables such as temperature and river stage.

8. Assess the ecological importance of tidal freshwater habitats to juvenile salmon in the vicinity of the
Sandy River delta by completing the following activities:

®

Assess juvenile salmon diet, including the composition and weight of stomach contents.

b. Ascertain the species composition and abundance of available prey from terrestrial, planktonic,
and benthic sources.

c. Model the bioenergetics of juvenile salmon in shallow tidal freshwater to evaluate differences in
growth among species, seasons, and habitat types.

d. Assess the condition of juvenile salmon using Fulton’s Condition Factor.

e. Perform a pilot acoustic telemetry study to estimate residence times through mark-recapture of
juvenile Chinook salmon during winter 2009/2010.

During the period June 2007 through December 2008, the TFM project made substantial progress
addressing the questions: In what types of habitats within the tidal freshwater area of the Columbia River
are juvenile salmon found, when are they present, and under what environmental conditions? What is the
ecological contribution of shallow (0—5 m) tidal freshwater habitats to the recovery of ESA-listed salmon
in the Columbia basin? A comprehensive report answering these questions will be released after research
scheduled for January 2009 to April 2010 has been completed.
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Preface

The tidal freshwater monitoring (TFM) project documented in this report is part of the research,
monitoring, and evaluation effort developed by the Action Agencies (Bonneville Power Administration
[BPA], U.S. Army Corps of Engineers [USACE], U.S. Bureau of Reclamation) in response to obligations
arising from the Endangered Species Act as a result of operation of the Federal Columbia River Power
System . The project is being performed under the auspices of the Northwest Power and Conservation
Council’s Columbia Basin Fish and Wildlife Program.

The Pacific Northwest National Laboratory (PNNL) is leading the multiyear study under contract
with BPA (Project No. 2005-001-00; Contract No. 0026934). The study is a collaborative effort among
PNNL, the Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife (ODFW), the National Marine Fisheries Service
(NMFS), and the University of Washington (UW).

This is the second annual report for the TFM project. Electronic versions of both reports may be
found at www.efw.bpa.gov. The data reported herein are archived with Nichole Sather at the Marine
Sciences Laboratory in Sequim, Washington. For additional information, please contact Nichole at 360-
681-3688.

A suggested citation for the report is: Sather, NK, GE Johnson, AJ Storch, DJ Teel, JR Skalski, TA
Jones, EM Dawley, SA Zimmerman, AB Borde, C Mallette, and R Farr. 2009. Ecology of Juvenile
Salmon in Shallow Tidal Freshwater Habitats in the Vicinity of the Sandy River Delta, Lower Columbia
River, 2008. PNNL-18450, final report submitted to the Bonneville Power Administration by Pacific
Northwest National Laboratory, Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife, National Marine Fisheries
Service, and University of Washington.
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1.0 Introduction

Research, monitoring, and evaluation (RME) are being conducted by the Action Agencies
(Bonneville Power Administration [BPA], U.S. Army Corps of Engineers [USACE], and U.S. Bureau of
Reclamation [USBRY]) in response to obligations arising from the Endangered Species Act (ESA) as a
result of operation of the Federal Columbia River Power System (FCRPS)—the 31 federally owned dams
and associated transmission system in the Columbia River basin. As a part of this federal RME effort, the
tidal freshwater monitoring (TFM) project is conducted under the auspices of the Northwest Power and
Conservation Council’s Columbia Basin Fish and Wildlife Program. The TFM project was initiated in
2007 to address the early life history of juvenile salmon within tidal freshwater habitats of the lower
Columbia River and estuary. The project involves the collaborative research efforts of the Oregon
Department of Fish and Wildlife, the National Marine Fisheries Service, the University of Washington,
and the Pacific Northwest National Laboratory'. Collection of field data commenced in June 2007. Since
then, monthly sampling has continued in the vicinity of the Sandy River delta (river kilometer [rkm] 192—
208). While this report includes summary data spanning the 19-month period of study from June 2007
through December 2008, it emphasizes sampling conducted during calendar year 2008.

1.1 Background

Shallow water habitats in the tidal freshwater portion of the lower Columbia River and estuary
(LCRE) (Figure 1.1) are thought to be important to multiple life history strategies adapted by juvenile
salmon (Fresh et al. 2005). However, empirical evidence supporting this notion is sparse and current
monitoring efforts are fragmented (Johnson et al. 2008). The lack of sufficient information regarding the
ecology of juvenile salmon in tidal freshwater habitats has been regionally recognized by management
resource agencies (LCREP and LCFRB 2004; USACE et al. 2005). The Independent Scientific Review
Panel (ISRP) and the Independent Scientific Advisory Board (ISAB) have also advocated RME in the
tidal freshwater area of the Columbia River (ISRP 2004; Bisson et al. 2000). Furthermore, the federal
listing status of several salmonid stocks within the Columbia River basin and the resulting Biological
Opinion (BiOp) has identified the need to augment data to fill gaps with a comprehensive understanding
of salmon ecology within the tidal freshwater portions of the LCRE (NOAA 2008). In fact, Reasonable
and Prudent Alternative 61.3 specifically states, “Investigate the importance of early life history of salmon
populations in tidal freshwater of the lower Columbia River.”

The early life history patterns exhibited by migrating salmon have been investigated within estuaries
spanning the eastern Pacific region. From this collective body of research we have gained an
understanding of the general life history patterns exhibited by juvenile salmon, including migrational
timing, size at migration, residence time, and habitat associations (Carl and Healey 1984;

Sandercock 1991; Bottom et al. 2005a; Miller and Sadro 2003). While commonalities among early life
history attributes have been observed within and among species as well as among watersheds, juvenile
salmon exhibit a considerable amount of variation among these early life history characteristics (Beamer
et al 2005; Bottom et al 2005a; Carl and Healey 1984).

! Pacific Northwest National Laboratory is operated by Battelle for the U.S. Department of Energy under Contract
DE-ACO05-76RL01830.
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Figure 1.1. Map of the Lower Columbia River and Estuary (Bonneville Dam rkm 234 to the mouth
rkm 0). The tidal freshwater region extends from rkm 56-234.

In the LCRE, the substantial loss of shallow water habitats (Thomas 1983) through diking, filling,
dredging, and development has been linked to the decline of salmon (Bottom et al. 2005b). Fresh et al.
(2005) suggested that the restoration of shallow water habitat could enhance performance (e.g., foraging
success and growth), and thus, increase the survival of juvenile salmon. Knowledge pertaining to the use
of habitats within upstream reaches of the LCRE by juvenile salmon has started to emerge. The TFM
project is focused on supplying fundamental data on this topic both to enhance general understanding of
how juvenile salmon use LCRE tidal freshwater habitat and to improve prioritization of restoration
efforts. The study is designed to directly contribute to reducing uncertainty about the ecology of juvenile
salmon within tidal freshwater habitats.

1.2 Goals and Objectives

The overarching goal of the TFM project is to bridge the gap in knowledge between tidal freshwater
habitats and the early life history attributes of migrating salmon. The relevant questions are:

e In what types of habitats within the tidal freshwater area of the LCRE are yearling and subyearling
salmon found, when are they present, and under what environmental conditions?
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e What is the ecological contribution of shallow (0—5 m) tidal freshwater habitats to the recovery of
ESA-listed salmon in the Columbia River basin?

The 2008 research objectives were to do the following:

1. Characterize the vegetation composition and percent cover, conventional water quality, water
surface elevation, substrate composition, bathymetry, and beach slope at the study sites within the
vicinity of the Sandy River delta.

2. Characterize the fish community and juvenile salmon migration, including species composition,
length-frequency distribution, density (#/m?), and temporal and spatial distributions in the vicinity
of the Sandy River delta in the LCRE.

3. Determine the stock of origin for juvenile Chinook salmon (Oncorhynchus tshawytscha) captured
at sampling sites through genetic identification.

4. Characterize the diets of juvenile Chinook and coho (O. kisutch) salmon captured within the
study area.

5. Estimate run timing, residence times, and migration pathways for acoustic-tagged fish in the
study area.

6. Conduct a baseline evaluation of the potential restoration to reconnect the old Sandy River
channel with the delta.

7. Apply fish density data to initiate a design for a juvenile salmon monitoring program for beach
habitats within the tidal freshwater segment of the lower Columbia River and estuary (rtkm 56—
234).
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2.0 Study Area Characteristics

Tidal freshwater within the LCRE extends from around Tenasillahe Island to Bonneville Dam (rkm
56-234). Tidal extent is a function of the geomorphology, such as channel geometry and bathymetry, and
hydrodynamic influences within the LCRE, including hydrosystem operations, river discharge, and tidal
elevation (Kukulka and Jay 2003). The LCRE has been segregated into eight hydrogeomorphic reaches
(Figure 2.1), six of which fall within the tidal freshwater portion of the estuary. The TFM study initially
has focused research efforts on a segment of the LCRE within the hydrogeomorphic Reach G, near the
vicinity of the Sandy River delta (rkm 192-208) (Figure 2.1). This area includes a variety of habitats
(e.g., shallows, main channel islands, river confluence) that may be important to the ecology of juvenile
salmon within tidal freshwater portions of the estuary. Furthermore, our study focused on this area
because of the opportunity to investigate effects on the ecosystem from the proposed rechannelization
restoration within the Sandy River delta'. See Appendix A for a comprehensive list of ongoing research
in the LCRE that is relevant to the TFM project and the study area in the vicinity of the Sandy River delta,
and vice versa. The material that follows on study area characteristics includes river discharge and water
temperature, juvenile salmon species composition and run timing as indexed at Bonneville Dam by the
Smolt Monitoring Program, and releases of juvenile salmon from hatcheries near the study area.

- # A A i

Figure 2.1. The LCRE Showing the Eight Hydrogeomorphic Reaches (LCREP 2004a). The tidally
influenced freshwater portions of the estuary include reaches C—H. The TFM sites are
within the upper portions of Reach G within the square outlined on the map (image courtesy
of Jen Burke, University of Washington).

" An effort is underway to design, permit, and fund a restoration project that would remove the blockage of the
historic Sandy River channel to restore this habitat for the benefit of juvenile salmon.
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2.1 River Discharge and Water Temperature

The hydrograph, as measured at Bonneville Dam, indicates dissimilar patterns of peak discharge
events for 2007 and 2008 (Figure 2.2). During 2007, discharge peaked between April and June.
Maximum outflow at the dam exceeded 300 kcfs on only one date during 2007. During 2008, outflow
exceeded the 10-year average and persisted for a longer time period compared to 2007. In fact,
Bonneville outflow exceeded 300 kcfs during 49 days from May through July 2008. High discharge
events actually prevented sampling at several sites during the June 2008 sampling trip. While differences
among peak discharge events were apparent between 2007 and 2008, low-flow conditions were similar
between years in terms of timing and discharge amplitude. Discharge was lowest throughout September
and October during both years (75-100 kcfs).
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Figure 2.2. Outflow Measured at Bonneville Dam, 2007 and 2008 (Data from Columbia River DART
2009a)

While site-specific water quality data were collected throughout the TFM sampling events, the scroll
case temperature measured at Bonneville Dam provides a baseline for riverine conditions and reveals
temporal patterns. On an annual cycle, water temperature exhibits seasonal patterns, whereby
temperature peaks occur between July and September, after which temperature decreases throughout the
fall and winter months (Figure 2.3).
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Figure 2.3. Scroll Case River Temperature Measured at Bonneville Dam, 2007 and 2008. Missing data
correspond to the discontinuous line (data from Columbia River DART 2009a).

2.2 Emigration Characteristics

Juvenile salmon emigration can be characterized by species composition, run timing, and releases of
fish from hatcheries within the Columbia River watershed.

2.2.1  Species Composition and Run Timing

The smolt index for passage at Bonneville Dam offers a means by which to evaluate the abundance
and run timing of migrating juvenile salmon. Chinook salmon are classified as either subyearling or
yearling migrants through a combination of metrics aimed at distinguishing fish size and morphological
characteristics (DART 2009b). While some differences between the estimated abundance of salmon in
2007 and 2008 exist, the run timing of migrating salmonids was similar between years (Figure 2.4). Peak
migration of subyearling Chinook salmon was detected during four distinct time intervals (March, April,
May, and July) at the Bonneville fish passage facility during 2007 and 2008. The remaining salmon
species did not elicit a temporally diverse migrational pattern; peaks generally occurred during late spring
months (Figure 2.4). The peaks for subyearling Chinook salmon in March, April, and May are caused by
releases of large numbers of hatchery fish.
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Figure 2.4. Bonneville Dam Smolt Monitoring Index. Summary counts combine all rear types (e.g.,
hatchery, wild, and unknown) within a given species (data from DART 2009a).

2.2.2 Hatchery Fish Releases

Current management practices do not include marking (with adipose clip and/or coded wire tags)
100% of the hatchery fish released in the Columbia River basin (Table 2.1). Therefore, the smolt
monitoring index at Bonneville Dam does not distinguish naturally produced salmon from hatchery-
reared salmon. The data depicted in Figure 2.4 represent the combined abundance and run timing of
hatchery and naturally produced salmonids at Bonneville Dam. The hatchery Chinook salmon released
upstream of our study area represent five distinct stock groups (Table 2.1). Release schedules for
hatchery fish occurred between the spring and early summer months during 2008. The hatchery release
locations nearest to our study area occurred in the Washougal and Sandy rivers. Additional information
on the Upper Columbia Summer and Fall stock is provided in the next section.
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Table 2.1. Releases of Marked (adipose clipped, coded-wire tagged) and Unmarked Subyearling Chinook Salmon in the Columbia River Basin
Above the Study Site in 2008. Except where noted, data are from the Regional Mark Processing Center (http://www.rmpc.org/),
accessed March 13 2009. Data are preliminary and may be incomplete. Stocks are grouped based on descriptions provided by the
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) Fisheries’ Salmon and Steelhead Stock Assessment Group (unpublished
report available at http://www.nwr.noaa.gov/Publications/Hatchery-Rpts.cfm). Releases of subyearling interior Columbia River Basin
spring Chinook salmon are not included.

§c

Marked Unmarked
Release Region Stock Group Hatchery Release River Date (thousands) (thousands)
Snake River Fall Oxbow Snake 6/6 192.5 0
Snake River Snake River Fall Lyons Ferry Snake 5/28 - 6/2 400.6 30.6
Snake River Fall Irrigon Grande Ronde 5/29 190.4 112.9
Upper Columbia Upper € olumbia River Wells Complex Upper CR  6/16—6/20 7913 443.8
ummer
Upper Columbia River Fall Priest Rapids Priest Rapids 5/27 - 6/20 203.4 43449
Upper Columbia River Fall Ringold Springs Ringold 6/11-17/5 3075.2 22.3
Mid Columbia Upper Columbia River Fall Prosser® Yakima 4/22 199.8 98.6
Upper Columbia River Fall Marion Drain® Yakima 4/18 12.0 0
Upper Columbia River Fall Umatilla Umatilla 5/27 —5/30 342.7 0
Upper Columbia River Fall Klickitat® Klickitat 6/20 —7/4 1595.0 1957.0
Columbia Gorge Upper Columbia River Fall  Little White Salmon L.W. Salmon 6/16-7/3 2001.8 0
Spring Creek Group Fall Spring Creek® Spring Creek 3/5-5/2 14899.3 0
Upper Columbia River Fall Bonneville” Tanner Creek 6/30 — 7/31 3637.7 0
Below Bonneville Dam Spring Creek Group Fall Washougal Washougal 7/1-17/6 4051.7 118.1
West Cascade Fall Sandy Sandy 7/1 60.1 0.4

(a) Data from Stephen Pastor, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS), Vancouver, Washington.

(b) Data from Fish Passage Center (http://www.fpc.org/) accessed May 8 2009.

(c) Data from Speros Doulos, USFWS, Little White Salmon Hatchery, Cook, Washington.

(d) Data from Brett Requa, Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife (ODFW), Bonneville Hatchery, Cascade Locks, Oregon.




2.2.3  Sources of Upper Columbia Summer/Fall Run Chinook Salmon

Genetic estimates of stock proportions in mixed-stock populations are based on genetic differences
among populations of fish whereby the contributions of genetically similar populations are summed into
stock groups (Milner et al. 1985, Seeb et al. 2007). In the present study we estimated the proportions of
10 Columbia River basin stock groups in our samples of Chinook salmon juveniles (see Section 3.3.4
Diets). These stock groupings, based on genetic lineages also correspond with life-history and geographic
patterns (Waples et al. 2004). It is therefore often possible to make inferences about the life-history type
(e.g., season of adult return) or region of origin of a group of fish based on membership in a genetic
group. However, stock management activities have sometimes made such inferences difficult. For
example, as a result of stock transfers and translocations, Chinook salmon in the Upper Columbia
Summer/Fall stock are now produced in the upper Columbia River as well in locations that are
considerably distant from the stock’s historical spawning habitats. Genetic data alone therefore, do not
necessarily indicate that fish from this stock group originated in the natal areas.

The native populations of summer and fall run (time of adult return) Chinook salmon in the Columbia
River above the confluence with the Snake River comprise the Upper Columbia River Summer and Fall
Run Evolutionarily Significant Unit (ESU) (Myers et al. 1998). This is one of eight ESUs of Chinook
salmon that have been identified within the Columbia River basin based on a synthesis of genetic, life-
history, biogeographic, geologic, and environmental information (Myers et al. 1998). The boundaries of
the ESU are the Grand Coulee Dam upstream and down-river at the crest of the Cascade Range. Most of
the current natural production of fish in the Upper Columbia River Summer and Fall Run ESU are
summer run populations in the Wenatchee, Methow, Okanagon, and Similkameen rivers and fall run
populations in the Yakima River and in the mainstem Columbia River in the Hanford Reach area
(Waknitz et al. 1995, Myers et al. 1998). Estimates of spawner abundances in these rivers are provided in
Table 2.2. Large hatchery programs associated with these populations also release summer and fall run
fish in the Upper and Mid Columbia River (Table 2.1).

The history of stock transfers of Upper Columbia River Summer and Fall Chinook salmon to other
ESUs is extensive (Myers et al. 1998). Beginning in 1971, upper Columbia River fall run smolts (termed
“Upriver Bright Fall” because of the silvery appearance of returning adults) have been released into
numerous streams and mainstem areas within the boundaries of the Lower Columbia River ESU (Myers
et al. 2006). Lower river releases of Upriver Bright Fall run smolts in 2008, included releases from Little
White Salmon National Fish Hatchery and Klickitat Hatchery in the Columbia Gorge region and from
Bonneville Fish Hatchery below Bonneville Dam (Table 2.1). The progeny of Upriver Bright Fall
hatchery programs are also thought to be the source for a number of natural spawning populations of fall
run Chinook salmon that now exist in Columbia Gorge tributaries and in mainstem areas just below
Bonneville Dam (Marshall et al. 1995, Myers et al. 2006). The largest of these lower river natural
spawning populations of Upriver Bright Fall fish are in the area of Ives and Pierce islands below
Bonneville Dam (Van der Naald et al. 2001). An earlier study has shown that the late spawning Chinook
salmon in these areas are genetically more similar to upriver summer and fall run fish than to fall run fish
native to the lower Columbia ESU (Marshall 1998). Genetic estimates of upper Columbia River
summer/fall juveniles sampled in our TFM study therefore include the potential contributions of
introduced (lower Columbia River) in addition to native (upper Columbia River) Chinook salmon.
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Table 2.2. Spawning Escapement Estimates for Summer and Fall Chinook Salmon in the Mid and Upper
Columbia River in 2007. Estimates for summer Chinook salmon are from Peven et al. 2008
and for fall Chinook salmon are from Hoffarth 2008.

Region Stock Group River Spawners
Okanogan 2,862
Similkameen 1,555
Upper Columbia Upper Columbia River Summer
Methow 1,364
Wenatchee 4,590
Hanford Reach 47,095
Mid Columbia Upper Columbia River Fall
Yakima 1,268
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3.0 Methods

This section includes sampling locations and schedule, methods to evaluate habitat characteristics,
e.g., vegetation, bathymetry, water surface elevation, and fish characteristics, e.g., species composition,
density, genetic stock identification, juvenile salmon diet composition, and residence time and migratory
pathways of acoustic-tagged fish, and statistical analysis methods.

The general approach of the TFM project is to integrate fish and ancillary data with data on habitat
characteristics at each site. During 2007 and 2008, these data were supplemented with acoustic telemetry
data from our study area for juvenile salmon tagged as part of other studies. The methods for the TFM
project address status and trends monitoring of juvenile salmon density and genetic stock identification,
critical uncertainties research on juvenile salmon use of tidal freshwater habitats during winter, and action
effectiveness research on the potential reconnection restoration of the historic Sandy River channel.

3.1 Sampling Locations and Schedule

The 2008 study involved monthly sampling at six sites (A, B, C, D, E, and N; Figure 3.1). And,
starting in September and October 2008, in response to a recommendation from the ISRP to expand the
spatial extent of sampling, we added monthly sampling sites (F, G, and I; Figure 3.1) for a total of nine
sites. Sites were selected to provide a diversity of tidal freshwater habitats (e.g., main stem island, river
confluence delta, shallow side channel), as well as allow evaluation of the effectiveness of the potential
restoration of the historic Sandy River channel.

3.1.1 Base Sites

At the beginning of the field work in April 2007, we conducted a reconnaissance survey to evaluate
potential sampling sites in the vicinity of the Sandy River delta. Criteria for site selection included
capabilities for boat access, net deployment, and retrieval. We also evaluated site-specific physical
characteristics and features to identify representative habitat types (e.g., island, off-channel, main stem)
within our study area. We selected an initial set of sites (e.g., A, B, C, and D) during this inaugural field
trip (Figure 3.1). Because we were interested in quantitatively evaluating the effects of ecosystem
restoration within shallow tidal freshwater habitats, Site N was added to allow for pre-restoration
monitoring related to the proposed restoration activities aimed at reconnecting the Sandy River to its
historical delta. The TFM study initiated sampling of these five sites during June 2007. After the
development of a before-after control-impact (BACI) design (Sobocinski et al. 2008; Appendix B), Site E
was added to the study and initially sampled during the September 2007 event. A thorough description of
the characteristics and habitat features encountered at each of the base sites can be reviewed in the report
by Sobocinski et al. (2008). Brief descriptions of the sites (Figure 3.1) follow.

e Site A: Located on the north side of Reed Island State Park, this sampling location is broadly
characterized by a fringing wetland with a gradually sloping beach face. Site A is an off-channel
island sampling site (i.e., it is not directly connected to the mainstem).

o Site B: On the southwest side of Chatham Island, this off-channel site maintains a steeply sloping
beach face adjacent to a fairly deep channel. While the thalweg of the channel adjacent to Site B is
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fairly deep, the inlet and outlet to this channel maintain a higher elevation, making boat access to this
site problematic during low-flow conditions.

o Site C: At the historic mouth of the Sandy River, this site maintains connection to a small channel
from the remnant delta. The topography of this site is higher in elevation compared to the other
sampling locations and is the only site that completely dewaters during periods of low flow
(e.g., September and October).

e Site D: Located adjacent and upstream from the current mouth of the Sandy River, this site is directly
connected to the mainstem of the Columbia River. The extensive sand flats at this site are likely
related to the sedimentation and hydraulic interactions at the river confluence.

o Site E: On the west side of Gary Island, this off-channel site is similar to Site B in that it is adjacent
to a channel that maintains deep water (>1.5 m) during periods of low flow.

e Site N: Unlike any of the previously described sites, Site N is located within the remnant Sandy
River delta. Site N is within the upper extent of the remnant channel that drains to Site C (the former
mouth of the Sandy River).

Kilometers

Figure 3.1. Tidal Freshwater Monitoring Sampling Sites 2007-2008. Base sites established during 2007
include Sites A, B, C, D, E, and N. Three new sites were added to the study during 2008:
Sites F, H, and 1.
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3.1.2 New Sites

During year two of the TFM project (2008), we supplemented our study to incorporate a
recommendation by the ISRP to expand the work study to broaden sample coverage (ISRP 2006). As a
result, when resources became available in 2008, three new sites were added to the existing base sites. In
choosing new sites, our goal was to select additional sites that offered diverse habitat types while
expanding the initial study area in the vicinity of the Sandy River delta. Beginning in September 2008,
we implemented sampling at Sites F, G, and H (Figure 3.1). After several failed seining attempts at the
newly chosen site on Lady Island (Site G), it was dropped due to a significant amount of underwater
debris along the shoreline. To replace this site, a new site on Ackerman Island, Site I, was added during
October 2008. The new sites (also labeled in Figure 3.1) are described as follows:

o Site F is located along the Oregon shore of the mainstem Columbia River, upstream of the Sandy
River delta. The site is bound at both upstream and downstream ends by pile dikes and coarse woody
debris. Overall, the site is relatively shallow (<1.5 m) and dominated by sandy substrate with little
submerged aquatic vegetation. The beach face is moderately vegetated above the high-water mark.

o Site H is an off-channel site located along the southeastern shore of McGuire Island, downstream of
the mouth of the Sandy River. The site is dominated by sandy substrate with minimal submerged
aquatic vegetation. At the high-water mark, trees and emergent vegetation are abundant; however,
below this point, steep sloping beaches support little ground cover.

o Site | is located at the approximate mid-point of the north shore of Ackerman Island, and is
downstream of the mouth of the Sandy River. Ackerman Island is a main channel island dominated
by sandy substrate. Site I is generally shallow (<1.0 m), with little or no submerged aquatic
vegetation and sparse emergent vegetation. A relatively dense overstory exists above the high-water
mark.

In addition to adding three new sites within the vicinity of the Sandy River delta, we modified our
study design to increase the spatial extent of our sampling effort within the tidal freshwater portion of the
LCRE. This effort was also aimed at addressing the evaluation provided by the ISRP with regard to
expanding our sampling breadth. Briefly, we implemented a sampling scheme, dubbed “fish blitz,”
whereby we adapted a stratified random sampling approach to investigate the link between salmon
distribution and habitat characteristics within Reach E of the LCRE (Figure 3.1). We conducted fish blitz
sampling during January and February 2009 to investigate overwintering life history groups of juvenile
salmon. The results from this effort will be summarized in a forthcoming report scheduled for completion
by April 2010.

3.1.3 Sampling Schedule

Since June 2007, fish sampling for the TFM study has occurred over a two- or three-day period each
month. The daily sampling order for each of the sites was selected randomly except for Site N. To avoid
unnecessary logistical constraints, Site N, which is accessed by walking, was sampled prior to or after the
boat sites on a given day. Throughout our sampling efforts, low-flow events often presented logistical
constraints for gaining access to sites, and on few occasions, prevented the occurrence of sampling.
Conversely, high flows sometimes also prevented sampling. The sampling dates and sites are listed in
Table 3.1.
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Table 3.1. Monthly TFM Sampling Schedule by Site

Site

June 5-6 and 26-27, 2007
July 11, 19, 2007
August 14-15, 2007
September 11-12, 2007
October 16-17 2007
November 19-20, 2007
December 18-19, 2007
January 30-31, 2008
February 11, 2008
March 18-19, 2008
April 17-18, 2008
May 14-15 2008

June 16-17 2008

July 15-16 2008
August 13-14, 2008
September 15-17, 2008
October 20-22, 2008
November 18-21, 2008
December 8-11, 2008

2.2 2 2|0
2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2
1 1
1 1
1 1
1 1
1 1
1 1
22 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 |Z

2 22 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 ©°

o

o

2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 =2 2
2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 =2 2|"W
2 222 222222222222 2 2 2|0

2 2 2 2 =2 <2
2 22 2 2 =2

\ sampled

-- not sampled: site not included in study

o not sampled: no water at site

* not sampled: too much water, site not accessible

3.2 Habitat Characteristics

In-depth habitat characteristics such as vegetation and elevation were evaluated once for each of the
sites. The base sites were evaluated during 2007 and described by Sobocinski et al. (2008). The newly
added sites are described herein and are summarized in conjunction with the six base sites. Habitat
characteristics for Site I, on Ackerman Island, are not included in this report because the site was added to
the study after the completion of the 2008 habitat surveys. Habitat information pertaining to Site I will be
included in the 2009 annual report.

34



3.2.1  Physical Features

The TFM monitoring sites were evaluated to describe habitat characteristics that included key
physical features such as substrate and land elevation. Water surface elevation and temperature data were
collected at four sites (A, B, C, and N) using continuous data loggers. Vegetation was described through
quantitative and qualitative methods.

3.2.11 Substrate

To characterize substrate, we collected sediment samples at low-water conditions during the
September 2007 sampling trip. At each site, we collected grab samples (~200 ml) at three locations near
the water’s edge (upstream, middle, and downstream of the beach seine sampling locations). Samples
were refrigerated prior to analysis. Columbia Analytical Services performed grain size analysis according
to the Puget Sound Estuary Program protocol (Puget Sound Water Quality Authority 1986). Quality
assurance measures were followed by the laboratory. Reported values include the average of the three
samples per site, with percent composition for each of eight size classes.

3.2.1.2 Land Elevation

Because water elevation is linked to seasonal discharge and the beach slope at a given site, land
elevation data were collected at each site using a Trimble real time kinematic (RTK) global positioning
system (GPS; Trimble Navigation Limited, Sunnyvale, California) with survey-grade accuracy. Data
were collected using a static approach, whereby the receiver remained stationary at a single location for
5-10 seconds. The spatial extent of data collection resembled a grid pattern along the beach face
(i.e., upstream to downstream). The horizontal distance between transects spanned 20 m and data
collection along a given transect occurred at intervals of 2—5 m. At each site, the grid pattern comprised a
minimum of six transects. All surveying was referenced to the North America Vertical Datum 88
(NAVD 88); horizontal position was referenced to North America Datum 83 (NAD 83). Data collected
from the base receiver were processed using the automated Online Positioning User Service (OPUS)
provided by the National Geodetic Survey. To ensure proper spatial reference, OPUS provides a root-
mean-square value, an estimate of error, for each set of static data collected by the base receiver.

We used Trimble Geomatics Office (TGO 2005) to process the data, importing, reviewing, and
annotating each survey. The survey was then recomputed within TGO and exported in a geographic
information system (GIS) shapefile format. Surveys were visually checked within TGO and ArcGIS
software for validity. Due to the spatial distance between the sites, each site was processed separately.
Processing all of the sites together could create artifacts in the surfaces generated from the data. The
elevation data from the grid at each site were processed through ArcGIS using either kriging or
triangulated irregular networks to produce a surface (ESRI 2008, 2009). The contour tool in ArcGIS was
used on these surfaces to create a map of the site with contour spacing of 0.25 m (see Appendix B).
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3.2.1.3 Water Surface Elevation

To gain a better understanding of water surface elevation within our study area, we installed Onset
Hobo water level loggers (Model U20-001-01; Onset Computer Corporation, Pocasset, MA) during
August 2007. This initial installation included Sites A—D and N. The sensors were cable-tied inside
polyvinyl chloride pipe that was affixed to either a t-post or a cinder block near our beach seining
locations. The elevation of each sensor was surveyed using the RTK GPS.

The five data loggers were retrieved from the field during August 2008. Data were downloaded from
the sensors using Hoboware Pro software (version 2.6.0; Onset Computer Corporation). Because these
sensors record absolute pressure (psi) as a proxy for water level, the data were corrected for changes in
atmospheric condition. We used the weather station nearest to our sampling sites located at the Portland-
Troutdale airport (NOAA 2009). Depth sensor measurements were corrected by subtracting the sensor
reading from the barometric pressure. After conversion from kilopascals to meters, the water elevation
was calculated as the sum of the elevation of the depth sensor and the corrected sensor reading.

During the retrieval of the data loggers, new data loggers were installed at the Sites A—C and N. The
t-post at Site D was found lying on the ground with the sensor still attached to it. Because we were not
able to discern when this occurred, the data from Site D is unusable for the period of August 2007—
August 2008. The t-post was moved to a new location at Site D in September 2008. New sensors were
installed at the remaining Sites—E, F, and H—during September 2008. Data collected from the hobo
sensors during the 2008—2009 period will be summarized in our 2009 annual report.

3.2.2  Vegetation

In characterizing vegetation, we considered site-specific plant communities, including the associated
percent cover, and we compared communities across sampling sites. Site-specific maps were created to
portray major vegetative features at the sites.

3.2.2.1 Plant Communities

The vegetative characteristics at each of the sites were evaluated using two approaches. The first
method systematically assesses the percent cover of vegetative species identified at three transects at each
of the sites. The length of the transects was contingent upon the size of the beach slope, which ran from
the water’s edge to the high-water mark. The second approach involved using a Trimble GeoXT
handheld GPS unit (Trimble Navigation Limited, Sunnyvale, California) to delineate major vegetative
features. The mapping approach characterized a combination of emergent and riparian vegetation at the
sites. Data collected on the GPS unit were transferred to ArcGIS to create maps of the sites. Additional
details regarding the methods used for characterizing vegetation are explained by Sobocinski et al. (2008).
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3.2.2.2 Relative Percent Cover

To evaluate site-specific vegetation characteristics, we used data collected from the transects to
determine the relative percent cover for each species. Relative percent cover for the i plant species was
calculated using the following equation:

DX,
- IJ
Relative Percent Cover, = | —=—— %100 (3.1

N J
Xij
i=1 j=I

where, X; = percent cover for the i plant species in the " plot
N. = number of plant species

N. = number of plots.

3.2.2.3  Similarity Index

While the relative percent cover calculation allows for the examination of vegetation characteristics at
a particular site, the similarity index compares the plant communities between sites. We used the
Czekanowski Index (Thom et al. 2002):

Percent Similarity = (2—61) *100 (3.2)
2a+b+c

where, a = the number of species common between two sites
b = the number of species exclusive to the first site
¢ = the number of species exclusive to the second site.

3.3 Fish Characteristics

Fish characteristics were based on direct capture of fish, as well as the collection of ancillary data, the
identification of genetic stock and diets, and the use of acoustic telemetry.

3.3.1 Direct Capture

The direct capture of fish involved beach seining. We modified our fishing technique during 2008.
Between June 2007 and April 2008, we used a bagless beach seine (called the “KS-9 net”) to sample fish
communities along the beach face at our established sites. After thorough deliberation and a systematic
beach seine comparison exercise (see Appendix E in Sobocinski et al. 2008), the team decided to acquire
a larger net (called the “TFM net”) and use a new setting technique starting in May 2008. Regardless of
the net or set technique, each time the net was set we calculated the area swept, which allowed us to
standardize catches by calculating fish density (#/m?).
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3.3.1.1 Net Descriptions

The KS-9 net was constructed of 5-mm knotless mesh and measured 30.5 m long and 3 m deep. It
was set by either boat or foot, depending on water elevation, at all sites from June 2007 through April
2008. The set technique applied to the KS-9 net involved anchoring one end on shore and deploying the
remainder of the net into the water in a semi-circular pattern (Figure 3.2). Once both ends of the net were
on shore, the lead lines were evenly pulled toward shore, keeping the fish in the center of the net.
However, the team ultimately thought the KS-9 net was not sufficient to adequately sample the sites. We
concluded that this net, while providing useful data, could be improved upon in terms of length, shape,
and bridle arrangement. We specified a new net for May 2008 and beyond.

The custom TFM net was designed specifically to sample within shallow water habitats encountered
in our study area. The TFM net is 46 m long and 3 m deep at the center with wings that taper to 1.5 m.
The wings are constructed of 13-mm stretch black knotless netting. This seine is fit with a bag
constructed of 3.2-mm knotless mesh netting dyed green, and measures 2.4 m wide by 1.5 m deep. The
seine is fit with 17-0z buoyancy EVA floats on 46-mm centers and a solid core lead line with a poly
sleeve sewed to the base. A 15-m-long haul line was affixed to a bridle at the tapered ends of each wing.
One end of the haul line was held to the shore while the boat moved toward the deep end of the channel.
Once the end of the line was reached, the boat turned 90 degrees and began deploying the net (Figure
3.2). After the full length of the net had been set, the haul lines were used to bring the wings to shore.
Haul lines facilitated more consistent sets for the TFM net compared to the KS-9 net. We ceased using
the KS-9 net for all sites in 2008, except for Site N where we continued to use the KS-9 net due to the
small, confined sampling area at this site.

KS-9 Net TFM Net

46-m

y-m

15-m

X-m

Figure 3.2. Seine Deployment Techniques Applied During the TFM Study. Illustrations are not to scale.
The length (y) and width (x) of the KS-9 net were recorded for each set, because it is
difficult to achieve consistent dimensions for the area swept. The length and width were also
recorded when the TFM net was deployed.

3.3.1.2 Net Sampling

Whenever possible, we deployed the beach seine by boat. However, when water elevation prevented
motorized boat access, the net was moved and set by foot. Two replicate, non-overlapping hauls were set
at each site with the two hauls at least 30 minutes apart. After each haul, we removed fish from the net
and placed them in holding buckets filled with river water at ambient temperature. All salmon were
separated from the catch into buckets for immediate processing. Aerators were used to maintain adequate
levels of dissolved oxygen in the holding water.
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When catches were large, we implemented a subsampling procedure to rapidly process the catch
without imposing undue stress on the fishes. After removing all salmon from the beach seine, the
remaining catch was homogenized and 1-2 aliquots were removed using a standard aquarium net. The
subsampled catch was placed in holding buckets for further processing, and the volume of the remaining
catch was quantified by enumerating the scoops required to remove all fish from the bag. While this
approach does not permit precise quantification of taxa, it does provide a means for documenting
thousands of fish over a short time period. After the data had been electronically entered, the subsampled
catch was calculated as the product of the actual number of fish enumerated within each taxon and the
number of scoops required to process the catch.

Catches were processed by enumerating all taxa and measuring to the nearest millimeter up to 20
individuals within each size class for a given species. Fish were identified to the lowest taxonomic level
possible. In addition to enumeration and length measurements, salmon were further processed for
information regarding genetic stock identification (see Section 3.3.3) and diet composition (see Section
3.3.4). We also used a coded-wire tag (CWT) wand and a passive integrated transponder (PIT) tag reader
to detect tagged fish to help distinguish hatchery origin salmon in the field. All salmon subjected to
gastric lavage or tissue collection were anesthetized using a 10% Tricaine Methanesulphonate (MS-222)
solution. After processing, anesthetized individuals were held in a recovery bucket filled with river water
at ambient temperature. During recovery, dissolved oxygen was maintained in the bucket using aerators.
We released fish processed from the first haul downstream of the sampling area to minimize potential
contamination of the second sample; fish from the second haul were released at the site of capture. All
observed mortalities were documented.

Data transfers from field to electronic datasheets were subjected to independent quality
assurance/quality control review. Using the area swept for each beach seine haul we calculated fish
density as the number of individuals per square meter. Details pertaining to statistical analyses are
explained in Section 3.4.

3.3.2 Ancillary Data

Site-specific water quality and haul locations also were documented in conjunction with monthly fish
sampling. We evaluated the condition of water quality at each site during our monthly sampling efforts.
Using a handheld YSI-85 or YSI-556 device (Yellow Springs Instruments, Yellow Springs, Ohio) we
measured temperature (°C), salinity (ppt), and dissolved oxygen (mg/L). The analyst measuring water
quality properties waded into the water and suspended the probes approximately 0.3 m below the water
surface. An internal test verification was regularly performed on water quality instruments. We also
obtained velocity readings at each site using a Flo-Mate electromagnetic flow meter (Marsh-McBirney
Inc., Frederick, Maryland). Finally, we used a surveyed benchmark (see Section 3.2.1.2 for RTK
procedures) to measure the distance between this fixed location and the water’s edge. This measurement
documented seasonal shifts in water level.

Using a Trimble GeoXT handheld GPS unit (Trimble Navigation Limited, Sunnyvale, California), we
recorded the coordinates for each beach seine haul. To maintain a record of our actual sampling locations
and visually depict our haul locations at a particular site throughout the study period, we used TGO to
post-process the GPS data that were later exported into ArcGIS (ESRI 2004) software for mapping.
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3.33 Genetics

Fin clips on subsamples of Chinook salmon were preserved in ethanol for genetic mixture analysis.
We used standard methods of genetic stock identification and individual assignment (reviewed by Manel
et al. 2005). Chinook salmon were genotyped using the methods described by Teel et al. (2009). Data
were collected for 13 microsatellite loci that have recently been standardized among several west coast
genetics laboratories (Seeb et al. 2007). Genetic mixture analysis and the relative probability of stock
origin of each sample were estimated using the genetic stock identification computer program ONCOR
(Kalinowski et al. 2007). Population baseline data were from the multilaboratory standardized Chinook
salmon genetic database described by Seeb et al. (2007). Mixture proportions and assignment
probabilities for individual baseline populations were summed to 10 Columbia River basin stock groups
(Table 3.2). The baseline includes populations from all known major genetic lineages in the Columbia
River basin. However, it is not comprehensive and efforts are currently underway to include data for
additional hatchery and natural spawning populations (Seeb et al. 2007). Confidence intervals of the
mixture proportions were estimated using ONCOR by re-sampling mixture and baseline data 100 times.

Table 3.2 Genetic Stock Groups and Baseline Populations. Genetic data are from Seeb et al. (2007)
except where noted.

Genetic Stock Group Baseline Populations
West Cascade Tributary Cowlitz Hatchery, Lewis River, Sandy River
Fall
West Cascade Tributary Cowlitz Hatchery, Kalama Hatchery,
Spring Lewis Hatchery
Willamette River Mckenzie Hatchery and River,® North Santiam Hatchery and River® North
Spring Fork Clackamas River®
Spring Creek Group Tule Spring Creek Hatchery, Big Creek Hatchery,®
Fall Elochoman River,® Willamette River®
Deschutes River Lower Deschutes River, Upper Deschutes River™
Fall
Upper Columbia River Hanford Reach, Methow River, Wells Hatchery, Wenatchee River®
Summer/Fall

Mid and Upper Columbia River =~ Carson Hatchery, John Day River, Upper Yakima River, Warm Springs

Spring Hatchery, Wenatchee Hatchery'® and River

Snake River Lyons Ferry Hatchery

Fall

Snake River Imnaha River, Minam River, Rapid River Hatchery, Secech River, Tucannon
Spring Hatchery and River, Newsome Creek, West Fork Yankee Creek®

Rogue River Cole Rivers Hatchery, Applegate River

(a) Northwest Fisheries Science Center, unpublished data

(b) Columbia River Inter-Tribal Fish Commission, unpublished data
(c) Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife, unpublished data
(d) Narum et al. (2007)
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3.34 Diets

We used gastric lavage to remove stomach contents from juvenile salmon species that were larger
than 50-mm fork length (FL). Gastric lavage has been reported to be 99% effective at removing prey
organisms, with no impacts on survival, from the stomachs of coho salmon (Meehan and Miller 1978).
At each site each sampling trip, the contents from the digestive tracts of up to 20 each of Chinook, coho,
and chum salmon (Oncorhynchus keta) were flushed into individual polyethylene sample bottles using
filtered river water at ambient temperature. After lavage, samples were preserved in a 10% ethanol
solution to slow degradation. Within 24 hours, samples were preserved in a 70% ethanol solution for
later analysis.

In the laboratory, stomach contents were removed from sample bottles using a pipette or by straining
through a 500-um sieve. Samples were then placed in a shallow glass dish containing a 70% ethanol
solution and examined under a dissecting microscope. We identified all prey items to the lowest
classification possible using standard taxonomic keys (e.g., Merritt and Cummins 1996). Partially
degraded organisms were identified based on paired or individual characteristic structures. Prey items of
the same taxon were counted and placed in small polyethylene centrifuge vials. To archive samples, vials
were filled with 70% ethanol and labeled appropriately. Unidentifiable prey appendages and insect
exuviae were then returned to the original sample bottle and stored in 70% ethanol. To ensure the quality
of diet data, a second analyst independently quantified 1 of every 25 samples enumerated by the primary
analyst. If the difference between the two evaluations exceeded 15% for any taxon, the analysts convened
to discuss and refine classification techniques, thereby limiting error in the enumeration of subsequent
samples.

3.3.5 Acoustic Telemetry

Acoustic telemetry was used to detect tagged and released fish at selected sampling sites for sampling
periods for which the field data were subsequently downloaded and analyzed. A basic acoustic telemetry
system consists of a tag (the transmitter), a hydrophone (the receiving transducer or node), a signal
processor, and processing and analysis software. Such a system can be used to detect the presence of a
tagged animal in an area of interest. The micro-acoustic tags used in this study transmitted 417 kHz of
sound once every 5 seconds for about 60 days. The equipment we used was developed as part of the
USACE acoustic telemetry program (McComas et al. 2008).

As part of other projects (e.g., USACE post-FCRPS and Bonneville spillway survival studies),
juvenile spring Chinook and fall Chinook salmon and steelhead were tagged and released upstream of the
study area. Individual fish were surgically implanted with acoustic tags weighing no more than 0.63 g in
air (0.39 g in water; 5.5 mm wide x 4.8 mm thick x 19 mm long) using a procedure similar to that
described by Adams et al. (1998). In addition, each fish received a PIT tag. All fish tagged were of
hatchery origin. Acoustic-tagged fish were released in the Snake River at Lower Granite Dam and in the
Columbia River at Arlington, the John Day Dam tailwater, The Dalles Dam tailwater, Bonneville second
powerhouse corner collector, Bonneville Dam tailwater, and Skamania.
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3.3.5.1 Sampling Sites

Four autonomous receivers (called nodes) were deployed in relatively deep areas in the study area to
maximize signal detectability: 1) Reed Island, near Site A; 2) Flag Island downstream of Site B; 3) the
gap between Flag and Gary islands; and 4) Gary Island near Site E (Figure 3.3). All acoustic telemetry
nodes were attached to moorings and retrieved using an acoustic release device. The TFM nodes were
incorporated into the arrays for the USACE survival studies. We also used data from hydrophones
deployed upstream (upper end of Reed Island) and downstream (Lady Island) of our study sites in the
mainstream of the Columbia to determine migration pathways (Figure 3.3).

Nodes were deployed on April 26, 2008, and retrieved on July 25, 2008. All nodes sampled 24 h/d
during their deployment, except during servicing (i.e., replacing the batteries and data media). Data were
backed up on a laptop computer and external hard drive; acoustic data were downloaded from the nodes
once during each month of the April-July telemetry field season.
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Figure 3.3. Locations of the Four TFM Acoustic Telemetry Receiver Nodes. Node 1 was near Site A off
Reed Island; node 2 was behind Flag Island; node 3 was in the gap between Gary and Flag
islands; and node 4 was near Site E off Gary Island. The red dots denote the locations of
hydrophone arrays for other studies.

3.3.5.2 Data Analysis

A detection event was defined by at least four valid acoustic signal receptions within a 60-second
window. We matched detected fish with release codes and developed time-of-detection histories. The
primary results from the analysis of the acoustic data were species of tagged fish, time of first detection,
time of last detection, location(s) (i.e., nodes where detections occurred), and total number of valid
detections. These data were analyzed in conjunction with data from acoustic telemetry nodes for the
USACE survival studies placed across the Columbia River at Reed and Lady islands just upstream and
downstream, respectively, from the Sandy River delta study area (Figure 3.3).

Besides providing data about migration characteristics of acoustic-tagged fish in the study area, we
assessed the feasibility of using acoustic telemetry technology for action effectiveness research in the
LCRE. Detections of tagged fish through time were used to determine the temporal distribution of tagged
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fish at the study sites. We investigated whether detections of tagged salmon at each of the hydrophones
could be used to determine the residence time and migration pathways of tagged fish as represented by
the detections among the sampling sites.

Analyses were performed for each species of acoustic-tagged fish: yearling spring Chinook salmon,
yearling steelhead and subyearling fall Chinook salmon. The primary database of acoustic tag detections
was provided by G. Ploskey (PNNL). The data analysis methods for each objective were as follows:

1. Detections — Sort primary database by array and node, then tally the frequency of occurrence on the
four TFM study nodes by species and release location.

2. Run Timing — For each day of the sampling period, total the number of detections of unique acoustic-
tagged fish for all species combined.

3. Residence Time — Compute descriptive statistics for the time of duration between first and last
detection of individual fish for each TFM node separately.

4. Migration Pathways — Tally the numbers of acoustic-tagged fish using particular pathways through
the study area (Figure 3.3), including a) detections in the main channel only versus side channels
(Reed and delta islands); b) behind Reed Island versus along the main channel side of Reed Island
(node 1); and ¢) detection combinations for fish detected in the delta islands (nodes 2, 3, and 4).

3.4 Statistical Analysis

The statistical analyses applied to the data were aimed at quantitatively evaluating the seasonal
community structure of fish within the study area. Analysis included salmon diet data and a baseline
BACI to evaluate salmon density at paired sites. Regression analysis was used to examine the
relationship between environmental variables and salmon density. An analysis-of-distance approach
incorporated components of fish community structure and environmental variables at monthly time
scales. The combined results of these analyses will be applied toward developing a monitoring
framework within the tidal freshwater portion of the Columbia River. The entire statistical synopsis
developed for the TFM project can be reviewed in Appendix C.

3.4.1 Salmon Diets

Due to small sample sizes and because the diet data were not distributed normally (Shapiro-Wilk,
p<0.0001), fork lengths of fish with non-empty guts were rank transformed prior to statistical analysis.
Where possible, parametric analysis of variance (ANOVA) was applied to evaluate differences among
months and sampling locations. Mean separations of ranked data were then conducted after correcting for
multiple comparisons with a Bonferroni adjustment. All statistical analyses were conducted using
SAS/STAT analysis software (SAS Institute 2005). Tests were considered significant at o = 0.05.

3.4.2 Temporal Trends in Salmon Density

The increase in both long-term monitoring and BACI assessment designs depends, in part, on how
well replicate sites are correlated over time. If monitoring sites within a region are responding to
common climate and environmental changes, fish density patterns over time should be similar at replicate
sites. This process of parallel profiles over time will occur only if the data are analyzed on the proper
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scale. The two most common schemes are the additive (i.e., arithmetic) and log scales. In ecology, most
populations respond on a log scale because environmental effects tend to be multiplicative in nature. For
example, populations are likely to increase or decrease a common percentage regardless of abundance
rather than add or subtract the same number of individuals. To evaluate the temporal trends in salmon
density we examined pairs of sites based on similar habitat features. We performed an analysis using
Tukey’s Test of Additivity to test the null hypothesis that the differences in salmon density between
paired sites is additive. Salmon density was plotted in both the arithmetic and logarithmic scale. The
sites were grouped according to habitat type, and the salmon density was plotted for the grouped sites as a
function of time. Salmon density (D) was calculated for all hauls in a given month as:

D=C/A (3.3)

where C is the total number of salmon for all hauls of the month, and A is the total area swept by the
beach seine.

The groupings were as follows:

Sites A and E: off-channel habitat with fine substrata

Sites B and H: off-channel habitat with sandy substrata and steep beach slope

Sites C and N: impact sites associated with the Sandy River Delta

Sites D, F, and I: sites adjacent to the river mainstem dominated by sandy substrata.

3.4.3 Juvenile Salmon and Environmental Variables

Regression analysis was used to assess the relationships between salmon densities and environmental
variables at the fixed sites. Variables included water property metrics (temperature, dissolved oxygen,
water depth, flow velocity), riverine condition (outflow, gage height), and site-specific characteristics
(mean beach slope, dominant grain size). The variable grain size parameter was categorical, so a one-way
ANOVA was used instead of regression to test the null hypothesis of equal density across sites for the
given time period. The purpose of this analysis is to identify environmental factors that may be used in
stratifying sites in a regional monitoring program. It is important to note that the analysis described
herein does not include the vegetative metrics assessed at our sites. A comprehensive analysis of the
relationship between salmon densities and habitat associations will be conducted during the 2009-2010
reporting period.

3.4.4  Fish Community Analysis

A principal component analysis was performed on the proportions of salmon, native species, and non-
native species during time periods that coincided with relatively high fish counts. Because our catches
were dominated by native non-salmon taxa as well as exotic species, we wanted to investigate the
associations between fish community and habitat metrics. Analysis of distance (ANODIS) was
performed on covariate data. For those data with significant p-values, a vector was superimposed on a
plot of the first two principle components indicating the direction of increased fish density as a function
of the covariate.
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3.4.5 Monitoring Program Design

Variance component estimation (methods outlined by Sobocinski et al. 2008) was used to examine
the variation in salmon density at different spatial scales, sites, and study areas. Data were pooled to
include all salmon (e.g., multiple stocks, species, and marked and unmarked groups) and were evaluated
on a month time scale. Combining data in such a manner permits more accurate estimates of the variance
components for the determination of appropriate sample sizes in future study designs.
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4.0 Results

The results of the TFM study described in the following sections include habitat characteristics, fish
characteristics, and associated statistical analyses.

4.1 Habitat Characteristics

Substrate, slope, water elevation and temperature, plant communities, and relative percent cover of
vegetation were evaluated across and within sampling sites in the study area.

4.1.1 Substrate

The shallow water habitats sampled for the TFM study are primarily comprised of substrates ranging
from sandy to silty (Figure 4.1). Sites dominated by the mid-range fractions (e.g., >70% fine to medium
sands) included B, F, and H. Only three sites (C, D, and H) included coarse sediment fractions that
exceeded 15% of the overall grain size composition. Compared to other sites, the overall composition of
sediment at Sites C and D was distributed across multiple grain sizes (Figure 4.1). The grain size
composition at these sites is likely linked to their proximity to deltaic river confluence (either historic or
current) habitats. Grain size composition at Sites A and E was greater than 70% for the very fine to clay
fractions. These off-channel sites both maintain a gradually sloping beach face characterized by wetland
vegetation that grows to the water’s edge and is often submerged during high flows. Site N is also similar
to Sites A and E with regard to the majority of substrate composition consisting of fine sediments. The
pond-like nature of Site N likely inhibits sediment mixing.

41.2 Slope

The topography of the TFM sites ranges from gradually sloping, low-relief transitions from the
uplands to steeply graded beach slopes. Sites C, D, and F include expansive flats that extend from steep
upland areas to the river channel (Figures 4.2 and 4.3). These sites are the most difficult to access during
periods of low flow. The micro-topographies at Sites C and D are unique from other sites in that small
hummocks are scattered throughout the expansive flats. These hummocks may be residual formations
resulting from sediment deposition within the Sandy River delta. During periods of low flow, these
hummocks trap water, which creates features similar to wetland pannes; however, the persistence of these
panne features are transient because the water elevation in the vicinity of the TFM sites regularly
fluctuates as a result of dam operations, and to a lesser extent, tidal amplitude.

Sites B, H, and to some extent A, likely offer greater opportunity for fish use during periods of low
flow because the waterbodies adjacent to the steeply sloping beach faces maintain more water compared
to the sites with expansive shallows. Despite the low relief of Site N, this site was the least impacted by
periods of low flow. The bowl shaped bathymetry of this site maintains water throughout the year
(Figure 4.3).
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Figure 4.1. Average Percent Composition of Grain Size Analytes from the TFM Beach Seine Sites.
Sites A—E and N were analyzed in 2007. Sediments from Sites F and H were collected and
analyzed in 2008.
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Therefore, low-relief sites include more expansive spatial coverage of elevation compared to
steeply sloped beaches.
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41.3 Water Surface Elevation

The seasonal pattern of water-level fluctuation was most similar between Sites A, B, and C. The
water elevation at these sites was generally lowest from September through November. Water elevation
increased through the winter months until the spring freshet and began to decline in June. While Sites A,
B, and C maintained similar patterns of water elevation over large temporal scales, a closer examination
during periods of low flow reveals differences in water elevation over shorter time periods (Figure 4.4).
The amplitude of fluctuating water elevation is greater at Site A compared to Sites B and C from
September through November.

10— 10
Site A Site B
8 8
E E
= [:3 ‘.\_F‘.
c © c @
2 =]
m w
= =
ki =
w L
@ o
w5 ¢ =
= =
2 2
a L /L B e B B | a T T T T T T T T T T
o8 09 10 11 12 01 02 02 04 05 08 OF OB 08 09 10 11 12 01 02 02 04 05 Q08 O7F OB
10 10
Site C Site N
g g
E E
& ]
c c
= =
W ko]
B B
L L
T T
2 s Za
= =
2 2
0 T T T T T T T T T 0 T T T T T T T T T 1
08 02 W0 11 12 01 02 03 04 05 08 07 08 08 0% 10 11 412 01 02 03 04 05 08 07 OB
Month

(August 2007 - August 2008)

Figure 4.4, Water Elevation (m) Derived from Hobo Data Loggers at Sites A, B, C, and N. The loggers
were programmed to record temperature once per 30 minutes. Data collection occurred from
August 2007 through August 2008.
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Water surface elevation at Site N was least like the other sites in that the amplitude of change
resembled a step pattern, which is explained by periods of intermittent hydraulic connectivity
(Figure 4.4). The upstream end of Site N is blocked with earthen fill and does not maintain connectivity
with the Sandy River. However, during periods of high flow, excess water from the Sandy River flows
over the floodplain and enters into Site N via a former channel within the historic delta. Connectivity
between Site N and the Columbia River is maintained at the channel outlet. Thus, water elevation at Site
N is likely influenced by the hydrology from the mainstem of both the Columbia and Sandy Rivers.

4.1.1  Water Temperature

The seasonal temperature patterns recorded from the permanent data loggers installed at Sites A, B,
C, and N indicate similar trends at each of the sites. Temperature was highest during the initial
deployment during August 2007 and decreased through the winter months to February when water
temperatures began to increase through the spring and summer (Figure 4.5). This seasonal pattern is
similar to that measured at the Bonneville scroll case (Figure 2.3).

Water temperature exceeded 20°C most frequently at Sites A and B from August through September.
During this time period, Site A demonstrated greater variability in water temperature compared to the
other sites. Temperatures exceeded 20°C at Sites C and N during similar time periods; however, elevated
water temperatures occurred less frequently compared with Sites A and B. An explanation for lower
water temperatures at Sites C and N is likely linked to hydraulic connectivity between these two sites and
the Sandy River. While there is not a continuous overland flow between the Sandy River and Site N, cool
stable temperatures (Figure 4.5) are likely maintained via groundwater seepage or hyporheic flow. The
sensor at Site C was situated in the channel thalweg that drains from Site N. Water temperatures at Site C
were lower than at Sites A and B during periods of low flow; however, the higher fluctuation at Site C
(most notable from August through November; Figure 4.5) may stem from the mixing of cool water
draining from the channel associated with Site N and warmer shallow waters (from the Columbia River)
within the historic Sandy River delta.

41.2 Plant Communities

Plant community types can be grouped into several broad classes ranging from submerged aquatic
vegetation at the lower elevations to stable riparian communities at the higher elevations in the study area.
We encountered 62 species of plants throughout the eight sites investigated in 2007 and 2008. Site I will
be characterized during 2009. The most commonly encountered vegetation included willow (Salix spp.),
which was noted at all eight sites surveyed. The frequency of occurrence of creeping spikerush
(Eleocharis palustris), horsetail (Equisetum spp.), rice cutgrass (Leersia oryzoides), marsh seedbox
(Ludwigia palustris), water milfoil (Myriophyllum spp.), and reed canary grass (Phalaris arundinacea)
occurred secondary to willow, because these plants were found at six of the eight sites (Table 4.1).
While reed canary grass, an invasive wetland species, was present at most sites, the relative cover was
less than 5% at all sites except Sites A and N, where the relative cover accounted for 10% to 15%
(Figure 4.6).
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Figure 4.5. Water Temperature Derived from Hobo Data Loggers at Sites A, B, C, and N. The loggers
were programmed to record temperature once per 30 minutes. Data collection occurred from
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With the exception of Site N, submerged aquatic vegetation (SAV) was not quantified as part of the
vegetation assessments. However, observations regarding the presence and species composition of SAVs
were noted. At Site N, SAV species present in the vegetation survey included Canadian waterweed
(Elodea Canadensis ), curly-leaved pondweed (Potamogeton crispus), and coontail ( Ceratophyllum
demersum). These species were observed at other sites, as was milfoil (Myriophyllum spp).

The emergent vegetation noted at the TFM beach seine sites included a mixture of species indicative
of various wetland communities. Most of the sites with a moderate or high percent cover of emergent
vegetation (A, B, C, and E) were dominated by creeping spikerush (Figure 4.6). This community is
common throughout the overflow plain (Kunz 1994; Christy and Puteral993) and is also characterized by
the presence of reed canary grass and slough sedge (Carex obnupta). Knotgrass (Paspalum distichum), a
co-dominant species at Site B, is indicative of areas with seasonal inundation and summer drying
(Kunz 1994). At Site N, the emergent vegetation was dominated by swamp smartweed (Polygonum
hydropiperoides) in the lower emergent zone and reed canary grass in the mid to high emergent zone.
The percentage of obligate wetland species exceeded 43% of the total taxa evaluated at Sites A, B, C, E,
and N (Figure 4.6).

Saplings were primarily black cottonwood (Populus balsamifera) and willow (Salix spp.); however,
invasive indigo bush (Amorpha fruticosa) saplings were also present at Site A. The sapling communities
were distinctive in that there was very little overlap between them, with willow saplings occurring at a
slightly lower elevation (3.0 to 4.5 m) than black cottonwood saplings (4.5 to 6.0 m) (Sites D and F)
(Figure 4.7 and 4.8, also see Sobocinski et al. 2008). Of note is that indigo bush often occurred at same
elevation as mature willow and black cottonwood saplings, indicating the potential for this invasive
species to out-compete the native vegetation in this elevation range (4.0 to 6.0 m).

A well-established riparian community existed in the uplands adjacent to the beach face at each of the
sites evaluated. The riparian community generally occurred at an elevation above 6.0 m. Black
cottonwood was present at all sites (except A) and was mixed with other understory species including
willow species, Red-osier dogwood (Cornus stolonifera ), and Oregon ash (Fraxinus latifolia ). These
findings are consistent with vegetative characterizations in the region made by Kunz (1994) and Christy
and Putera (1993). At Site A, the riparian area was dominated by willow species and Oregon ash. At
many sites, the invasive species Oregon ash and Himalayan blackberry (Rubus discolor) were present on
the edge of the riparian zone and at times were a dense component of the understory.
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Figure 4.6. Relative Percent Cover of Vegetation from Transect Surveys at Each of the TFM Beach

Seine Sites. Plant names are represented by four-letter codes that reflect the first two letters
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Table 4.1. Species Found to Occur at the TFM Sites. This species list was developed in conjunction

with transect surveys that evaluated vegetation from the water’s edge to the ordinary

high-water mark.

Wetland
Code Scientific Name Common Name Sites Status Native
ALPL  Alisma plantago-aquatica  broadleaf water plantain B,C OBL yes
AMFR  Amorpha fruticosa indigo bush A,C E H FACW no
BESY  Beckmannia syzigachne American sloughgrass C,N OBL yes
BICE  Bidens cernua nodding beggartick H FACW+ yes
BIFR  Bidens frondosa devil's beggartick H FACW+ yes
CaSp Carex spp. sedge AB,C,D,F,H,N -- --
CAEC Carex echinata star sedge A, B NI yes
CAOB  Carex obnupta slough sedge A,B,E,H OBL yes
CEDE  Ceratophyllum demersum coontail B,C,E,N OBL yes
CHAL  Chenopodium album lamb's quarters, goosefoot F FAC yes
CIDO  Cicuta douglasii western water hemlock D OBL yes
COTI  Coreopsis tinctoria golden tickseed B,C,D FACU yes
CYST  Cyperus strigosus strawcolored flatsedge C FACW yes
DISA  Digitaria sanguinalis hairy crabgrass F,H FACU yes
DIIS Digitaria ischaemum smooth crabgrass H FACU no
DiSp Digitaria spp. crabgrass B,C,D,N FACU --
ELAC  Eleocharis acicularis needle spikerush B,C,D OBL yes
ELOV  Eleocharis ovata ovate spikerush C, N OBL yes
ELPA  Eleocharis palustris creeping spikerush A,B,C, D E, N OBL yes
ELPAR Eleocharis parvula small spikerush B, F OBL yes
ELCA  Elodea canadensis Canadian waterweed B,C,N OBL yes
EPCI Epilobium ciliatum willowherb D, F FACW- yes
EPLU  Epilobium luteum yellow willowherb B FACW yes
EQ.SP.  Equisetum spp. horsetail A,B,C,D,E,H mixed yes
EUOC  Euthamia occidentalis western goldentop B,C,D FACW* yes
FRLA  Fraxinus latifolia Oregon ash A FACW yes
GNUL  Gnaphalium uliginosum marsh cudweed C,D,F,H FAC+ no
GRNE Gratiola neglecta clammy hedgehyssop E OBL yes
HEAU  Helenium autumnale common sneezeweed A, B,C,D FACW yes
JUAC  Juncus acuminatus tapertip rush N OBL yes
JUOX  Juncus oxymeris pointed rush AE FACW+ yes
LEOR  Leersia oryzoides rice cutgrass A,B,C, D E N OBL yes
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Table 4.1. (cont’d)

Wetland

Code Scientific Name Common Name Sites Status Native
LeSp Leontodon spp. hawkbit F -- no
LIAQ  Limosella aquatica water mudwort B,C,E, F OBL yes
LIOC Lilaeopsis occidentalis western grasswort D OBL yes
LUPA  Ludwigia palustris marsh seedbox A,B,C,E,F,N OBL yes
MASA  Madia sativa coast tarweed H UPL yes
MEAR  Mentha arvensis wild mint A,C,D FACW- yes

MG mixed grass E,F -- --

MH mixed herbs E, F -- -
MYSP  Myriophyllum spp. water milfoil A, B,C,D,E, F OBL --
PADI  Paspalum distichum knotgrass B,H FACW yes
PACA  Panicum capillare witchgrass B FACU+ yes
PAOC  Panicum occidentale western panicgrass F FACW yes
PASC  Panicum scribarianum few flowered panicum F -- --
DIOL cli)lii;rc])igmﬁg:m Scribner's rosette grass F FACU yes
PHAR  Phalaris arundinacea reed canary grass A, B, C E F N FACW yes
TRAR  Trifolium arvense rabbitfoot clover F UPL no
PLLA  Plantago lanceolata narrowleaf plantain C,D,F FAC no
PLMA  Plantago major common plantain A,B,C,D FACU+ no
POHY E)c/)cljﬁgir];erpoi des swamp smartweed A,B,C,D,N OBL yes
POLA  Polygonum lapathifolium curly top knotweed C FACW yes
POPE  Polygonum persicaria spotted lady's thumb B,C,D,H,N FACW no
POBA  Populus balsamifera black cottonwood A,B,C,F,H FAC yes
POAN E:(t:?f?(t:gla ORI e, Pacific silverweed A,C,D OBL yes
POCR  Potamogeton crispus curly leaf pondweed A,B,C,F,N OBL no
PONA  Potamogeton natans floating-leaved pond weed D OBL yes
PUPU  Puccinellia pumila dwarf alkaligrass F,H FACW+ yes
ROCA  Rorippa calycina I:f;:SiStem'sepal Sl
ROCU  Rorippa curvisiliqua curvepod yellow cress C,D,F OBL yes
ROSP  Rorippa spp. yellow cress or water cress E OBL yes
RUAC  Rumex acetosella Sheep sorrel F FACU+ no
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Table 4.1. (cont’d)

Wetland

Code Scientific Name Common Name Sites Status Native
RUDI  Rubus discolor Himalyan blackberry C,F,H FACU no
RUSP  Rumex spp. dock C,D,F -- --
SALA  Sagittaria latifolia wapato B,C,E,N OBL yes
SASP  Salix spp. willow A B, EIZ 113]’ EF, -- --
SCLA  Scirpus lacustris tule A, C OBL yes
SESP  Sedum sp. stonecrop D -- --
SOCA  Solidago canadensis Canada goldenrod H FACU yes
SPEM  Sparganium emersum narrowleaf burreed N OBL yes

UID unidentified F,H -- -
VEAM  Veronica americana American brooklime B,D OBL yes
VESP  Veronica sp. speedwell D - --
XAST  Xanthium strumarium rough cocklebur B,C,H FAC yes

FAC = facultative

FACU = facultative upland
FACW = facultative wetland
NI = no indicator

OBL = obligate

UPL = obligate upland

-- = unknown

Plant community cover maps based on delineation of dominant vegetation communities in the field
were analyzed for percent cover of emergent community types. Emergent areas were defined as the

elevations between 3.0 and 4.5 m, where emergent vegetation would be expected to develop in this

hydrogeomorphic reach. The delineation of open water areas and riparian areas was outside this range of
elevation and was highly variable with arbitrary boundaries because of the extensive nature of these cover
classes, i.e., extending far beyond the study area boundaries. Therefore, these classes were not included
in the “emergent” community type percent cover assessment. Percent cover of the emergent community

types is presented in Table 4.2.
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Table 4.2. Percent Cover of Community Types Within the Emergent Zone. Data were derived from GPS
field mapping of major vegetative features at the TFM sites which occurred during 2007 and

2008.
Site % Emergent Bare % Emergent Vegetation % Emergent Shrubs % Emergent Saplings
A 9.00 77.0 0.00 14.0
B 8.00 42.0 0.00 50.0
C 5.00 24.0 0.00 71.0
D 11.0 0.00 1.00 88.0
E 13.0 67.0 0.00 20.0
F 52.0 7.00 0.00 41.0
H 69.0 2.00 0.00 29.0
N 0.00 45.0 0.00 55.0

Data from the GPS mapping approach indicated varying degrees of emergent vegetation coverage
relative to the amount of bare ground, shrubs, and saplings. Three sites (D, F, and H) had very little
emergent vegetation. At these sites, either the amount of bare area was high (Site H; 69% bare ground),
or the amount of area covered by saplings was high (Site D; 88% saplings), or bare areas and sapling
cover were both relatively high (Site F; 52% bare ground and 41% saplings). Moderate coverage of
emergent vegetation was noted at Sites B, C, and N, where a substantive amount of saplings accounted for
the majority of vegetation coverage. Sites A and E had the largest proportion of emergent vegetation
compared with the other six sites. Sites A and E were characterized as maintaining areas of fringing
emergent vegetation along gently sloping beaches adjacent to off-channel island channels.

The percent similarity index of emergent vegetation indicates Sites C and B were most similar with
regard to number of vegetative taxa shared by the two sites (71% similar). The similarity index exceeded
50% most frequently for Sites A and C. Vegetation composition at Sites F and H shared the least degree
of similarity with other sites (similarity ranged from 24% to 40%) (Table 4.3).
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Figure 4.7. Vegetation Map for Site F Adjacent to Highway 84. Solid black lines indicate the location
of the vegetation transects used for estimating percent cover.
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Figure 4.8. Vegetation Map for Site H McGuire Island. Solid black lines indicate the location of the
vegetation transects used for estimating percent cover.
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Table 4.3. Percent Similarity of Vegetative Species at the TFM Sampling Sites

A B C D E F H N
A
B 58
C 59 71
D 43 49 60
E 56 48 42 20
F 32 33 40 24 26
H 31 33 33 23 24 34
N 46 57 58 32 48 29 17

4.2 Fish Characteristics

The following sections describe the results of fish characterization efforts related to direct capture,
ancillary data, genetics, diets, and acoustic telemetry.

4.2.1 Direct Capture

During the June 2007 through December 2008 sampling period, we performed 237 beach seine hauls
and encountered over 100,000 fish. The catch was comprised of 29 species. The total catch was greater
during 2008; however, the 2008 effort persisted for 12 months (Figure 4.9), while the 2007 effort only
included 7 months of sampling (Figure 4.10). The diversity of taxa was greatest during summer and
winter months (Table 4.4). Threespine stickleback (Gasterosteus aculeatus), peamouth chub
(Mylocheilus caurinus), banded killifish (Fundulus diaphanus), and Chinook salmon were captured at all
nine sites (Table 4.4). Non-native fishes comprised approximately 46% of the taxa sampled during 2007—
2008 and were most predominant in shallow off-channel sites near Chatham and Gary islands (Sites B
and E), and within the historic Sandy River delta (Sites C and N) (Table 4.5). The following section
describes the structure of the fish community at the sampling sites, including the ubiquitous and salmon
species encountered.
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Table 4.4. Temporal Trends in Species Composition. The \ denotes species were collected during the corresponding sampling period. A blank means the species was not collected.

Taxon
Acipenser transmontanus
Acrocheilus alutaceus
Actinopterygii
Alosa sapidissima
Ameiurus nebulosus
Carassius auratus
Catostomus macrocheilus
Catostomus spp.
Cottus asper
Cottus spp.
Cyprinidae
Cyprinus carpio
Fundulus diaphanus
Gasterosteus aculeatus
Ictaluridae
Lepomis cyanellus
Lepomis gibbosus
Lepomis macrochirus
Lepomis spp.
Micropterus dolomieu
Micropterus salmoides
Micropterus spp.
Mylocheilus caurinus
Oncorhynchus keta
Oncorhynchus kisutch
Oncorhynchus mykiss
Oncorhynchus spp.
Oncorhynchus tshawytscha
Perca flavescens
Percidae
Percopsis transmontana
Platichthys stellatus
Pomoxis spp.
Prosopium williamsoni
Ptychocheilus oregonensis
Rhinichthys spp.
Rhinogobius brunneus
Richardsonius balteatus

Common Name
white sturgeon
chiselmouth
unidentified larvae
American shad®
brown bullhead®
goldfish®
largescale sucker
unidentified sucker
prickly sculpin
freshwater sculpin
unidentified minnow
common carp™®
banded killifish®
threespine stickleback
unidentified catfish®
green sunfish®
pumpkinseed®
bluegill®
unidentified sunfish®
smallmouth bass®
largemouth bass®™
unidentified bass®
peamouth chub
chum salmon
coho salmon
steelhead trout
unidentified trout
Chinook salmon
yellow perch®
unidentified perch®™
sandroller
starry flounder
crappie®
mountain whitefish
Northern pikeminnow
dace
Amur goby®
redside shiner

January February March April May June July August September October November December
2007 2008 2007 2008 2007 2008 2007 2008 2007 2008 2007® 2008 2007 2008 2007 2008 2007 2008 2007 2008 2007 2008 2007 2008

) 0 0 0 0 V
0 0 0 ) ) \/ V
) 0 ) ) V 0 V \/
0 o o o o N e e e A A
) 0 ) 0 0 V V \/ \/
) V 0 0 0 0 \/ V V
o o o o e N e VN y
o v o N o A o o y VA S e e A A
) 0 ) ) 0 V V \/
o o v o 4 o A o y S e e L e A A A
) 0 ) ) 0 V
o o o o o N L N A A v v
o 4 o v o A o N o N AN N N N N AN AN NN AN A
o v o A4 o A o A o N A A A N A A A A A AN AN A
) 0 ) 0 0 \/ \/
) 0 0 0 0 \/
o v o N o A o N o N A N L L L L O
o v o A o o v o AN AN N AN A N A NN AN A A A A
) 0 ) ) 0 Yl \/ \/
o o A o o N L e e L e A S A A
o 4 o o o A4 o ¢ N L L L e L O L
0 0 0 0 0 \/ l
o 4 o v o N o N o N AN N N N A AN AN NN AN A
0 0 ) ) V 0
o 4 o N o A4 o N o N A A v N A
0 0 ) ) 0 \/
) 0 ) ) 0 l
o o o v o N o N N N N A N A y T R
o o A4 o o o v v ¢ S L L Y
) 0 0 0 0 \/
) 0 ) ) 0 Yl \/
o o v o 4 o A o y v v y ¢ v
S N o 4 o A v oA S N
o o o o N o A AN N y
o 4 o v o A o N o N AN N N N A AN AN NN AN A
o N o o o o y R
) 0 0 ) 0 V l \ \/
o o A o o o A NN v v y

o = No sampling conducted
(a) Includes two separate sampling events; June 5-6 and June 26-27

(b) Non-native taxa
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Table 4.5. Spatial Trends in Species Composition. The V denotes species were collected during the corresponding sampling period.

Taxon

Acipenser transmontanus

Acrocheilus alutaceus
Actinopterygii

Alosa sapidissima
Ameiurus nebulosus

Carassius auratus

Catostomus macrocheilus

Catostomus spp.
Cottus asper

Cottus spp.
Cyprinidae

Cyprinus carpio
Fundulus diaphanus
Gasterosteus aculeatus
Ictaluridae

Lepomis cyanellus
Lepomis gibbosus
Lepomis macrochirus
Lepomis spp.
Micropterus dolomieu

Micropterus salmoides

Common Name
white sturgeon
chiselmouth
unidentified larvae
American shad®
brown bullhead®
goldfish®
largescale sucker
unidentified sucker
prickly sculpin
freshwater sculpin
unidentified minnow
common carp'®
banded killifish®
threespine stickleback
unidentified catfish®
green sunfish®

pumpkinseed®

bluegill®
unidentified sunfish®
smallmouth bass®

largemouth bass®

Site A Site B Site C Site D Site E Site F Site H Site | Site N
‘07 ‘08 <07 <08 ‘07 ‘08 ‘07 <08 ‘07 ‘08 07 <08 <07 ‘08 <07 <08 07 ‘08
\ 0 0 o
VoA o o o y
v y y Vo o 0 v
VoA A A N S L S
VoA y Voo o 0 VoA
v o o v o v
N L L R Voo o o VoA
N L N A Voo Voo 4 o Vo
\ \ 0 0 o
N N N N A T v
V \ 0 0 o
VoNA A Vo o o v
N T S A R AR
T T e e e T e R R Y
\ 0 0 o
\ 0 0 0
oy y y Voo o v o VoA
N L N A Vv o o v o Vo
v v Vo o o v
N L L e e L L T R Vo
N VoA o o 0 VoA
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Table 4.5. (cont’d)

Site A Site B Site C Site D Site E Site F Site H Site | Site N
Taxon Common Name ‘07 ‘08 ‘07 ‘08 07 ‘08 ‘07 ‘08 ‘07 ‘08 ‘07 ‘08 ‘07 ‘08 ‘07 ‘08 ‘07 ‘08
Micropterus spp. unidentified bass® \ \ 0 ) )
Mylocheilus caurinus peamouth chub S T N S S A S s S A
Oncorhynchus keta chum salmon \ \ \ \ 0 0 0
Oncorhynchus kisutch coho salmon VoA N N v N o o v o VR
Oncorhynchus mykiss steelhead trout \ o 0 0
Oncorhynchus spp. unidentified trout \ 0 0 0
Oncorhynchus tshawytscha ~ Chinook salmon R R e e L L N e s T S S A A
Perca flavescens yellow perch® voooN NN v oo o vV o
Percidae unidentified perch® 0 0 v oo
Percopsis transmontana sandroller \ \ 0 0 0
Platichthys stellatus starry flounder \ \ N oA N A N A \ 0 \ 0 \ 0 \
Pomoxis spp. crappie® N \ 0 0 0 NN
Prosopium williamsoni mountain whitefish \ \ N oA Voo 0 0
Ptychocheilus oregonensis ~ Northern pikeminnow \ \ \ \ \ \ \ \ \ 0 \ 0 \ 0 NN
Rhinichthys spp. dace \ N oA \ \ 0 0 0 NN
Rhinogobius brunneus Amur goby® 0 0 0 N o N
Richardsonius balteatus redside shiner S A A Voo 0 0 V

0 = No sampling conducted

(a) Non-native taxa
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Figure 4.9. Combined Total Catch for All Sites and Sample Dates Spanning the 2008 Sampling Effort
(January—December). Percentages were determined by the number of individuals of a
species divided by the total number of fish encountered during 2008.
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Figure 4.10. Combined Total Catch for All Sites and Sample Dates Spanning the 2007 Sampling Effort

(June—December). Percentages were determined by the number of individuals of a species
divided by the total number of fish encountered during 2008.
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4.2.1.1 Fish Community

The taxa encountered at our sampling sites can be divided into various assemblages; however,
because a large number of non-native fishes were encountered during our study, we have summarized our
catch by dividing the community composition into three categories: salmons, remaining native fishes,
and non-native fishes (Figure 4.11). Native fishes were most predominant during late summer and early
winter. In 2007, the abundance of non-native fishes increased during winter, but showed little increase
for the remainder of the study period. Compared with native and non-native groups, the overall
abundance of salmon was much less. Density of salmon was highest during December 2007 and spring
2008.
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Figure 4.11. Temporal Distribution of Fish Assemblages. Fish density is calculated as the number of
taxa within the area swept by the beach seine. Mean density corresponds to the average
taxa within a given guild during a particular sample month. The left vertical axis is for
native and non-native taxa and the right vertical axis is for juvenile salmon.

4.2.1.2 Ubiquitous Species

The most dominant species included four native species: threespine stickleback, peamouth chub,
Northern pikeminnow (Ptychocheilus oregonensis), unidentified sucker (Catostomus sp.); and two non-
native species: banded killifish and bluegill (Lepomis macrochirus) (Figures 4.9 and 4.10). Four of
these species—threespine stickleback, peamouth chub, Northern pikeminnow, and banded killifish—were
encountered during every month of the study. The density for ubiquitous species was generally low at
Sites F, H, and I. Density was disproportionately greatest at Site C followed by Site N (Figure 4.12). The
two non-native species (e.g., banded killifish and bluegill) were most predominant at Sites C and N. The
size of dominant taxa encountered at our sampling sites ranges from 10 to 250 mm (Figure 4.13). The
size distribution of Northern pikeminnow, peamouth chub, and suckers encountered throughout our study
sites is primarily representative of juvenile stages; however, some of the larger fish indicate sub-adult
stages (Figure 4.13).
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42.1.3 Salmon

As with the ubiquitous species, densities of salmonids were comparatively low at Sites F, H, and [;
however, sampling did not commence at these locations until fall 2008, so a seasonal comparison of these
sites to the base sites is inappropriate. Salmonid density was greatest at Sites D, E, and N. Unmarked
Chinook salmon were the most abundant salmonid within the study area and were encountered at all sites
except for F (Figure 4.14). We encountered unmarked Chinook salmon in our study area during all
months except for January and February. Fish densities were also low for other species (salmon and non-
salmon) during this time period. Unmarked coho salmon occurred during all months except late summer
to early fall (August—October).

Marked Chinook salmon and coho salmon were secondary and tertiary in abundance rank throughout
the study period. While the densities of marked Chinook and coho salmon were lower compared to
unmarked Chinook salmon, these fish were distributed at similar sites (Figure 4.14). The presence of
marked Chinook salmon was limited to April through October.

The presence of chum salmon was brief. This species was only encountered during the April and
May sampling dates, and compared with other salmon encountered during the same time interval, the
density of chum salmon was markedly low. Similar to chum salmon, steelhead trout (Oncorhynchus
mykiss) were only encountered once during the spring migration period and the catch was limited to one
unmarked fish and one marked hatchery steelhead.

Temporal trends in size class distribution of salmon was apparent, to some degree, when the presence
of fish was consistent between sample periods at a particular site. For example, Sites A and B (Figure
4.15) best demonstrate the increasing size of migrating Chinook salmon. The first pulse of migrating
subyearling Chinook salmon (approximately 40-mm FL) began appearing in our catches during March.
The size of Chinook salmon increased throughout the spring and summer months. The largest fish
(approximately 100- to 104-mm FL) encountered at the TFM sites occurred during November and
December of both years. At some sites (D and H; Figure 4.15), the sizes of marked and unmarked
Chinook salmon were similar, yet at some sites, marked Chinook salmon were larger compared to their
unmarked counterparts (Sites A—C; Figure 4.15).
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4.2.2 Ancillary Data

To document temporal changes in water condition, attributes such as water temperature, dissolved
oxygen, and water depth were measured at each site. Each sampling location was documented by
recording GPS positions at the water’s edge. Visual changes throughout the season were documented
with photo points (see Appendix D).

42.2.1 Water Attributes

Some in situ water metrics recorded during each beach seine event demonstrate seasonal patterns,
while other metrics are indicative of differences between the sites. For example, water temperature was
warmest during late summer and coldest during winter months (Figure 4.16). At most sites, dissolved
oxygen (DO) generally oscillated between 7—-13 mg/L. The August 2008 reduction in DO noted at nearly
all sites was associated with warmer water temperatures (Figure 4.17). Despite similar spatial and
temporal trends in water temperature, DO levels at Site N were lower compared to those recorded at other
locations; typical ranges spanned 1.8—8.4 mg/L. The only exception to these low-ranging values occurred
during the May 2008 when the DO was 12.8 mg/L. Regardless of the low DO values, Site N does yield
water temperatures that are comparatively lower than other sites.
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Figure 4.16. Water Temperature Measured During Beach Seining Efforts
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Figure 4.17. Dissolved Oxygen Measured During Beach Seining Efforts
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4222

Max Depth at set (m)

Water Depth

The data loggers provided continuous water surface elevation measurements at selected sites
throughout an extended time period. Noting the maximum water depth during each sampling effort
provides a means to track depth across all sites through time. Mean maximum water depth (m) was
greatest at Sites B and E. The shallowest beach seine hauls occurred at Sites D and C, which had a mean
maximum depth of less than 1 m. Water depth recorded during beach seine hauls changed the least at
Site N (Figure 4.18).
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Figure 4.18. Maximum Depth During Beach Seine Sets at Each Site. Incomplete area (i.e., Site F:
June 07-September 09) indicates that sampling did not occur during the missing time
interval. The dashed horizontal line indicates the mean depth (m) at a site throughout the

4.2.

entire sampling period.

2.3

Variation in Sampling

The spatial locations of the beach seine hauls provide a means of visually demonstrating the shift in
sampling location caused by changing water elevation. As water levels recede between late summer and
early fall, the sampling location occurs further down the beach slope towards the channel. During peak
flow events in May and June, the beach slope at most sites was covered by water, and seining occurred at
high elevations. Figures 4.19 and 4.20 summarize the temporal and spatial extent of sampling during
2008. The 2007 data were summarized by Sobocinski et al. (2008).
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Figure 4.19. GPS Locations of Beach Seine Hauls at the Base Sites During Year Two Sampling Efforts
(2008). For 2007 GPS locations see Sobocinski et al. (2008). The numbers correspond to
the sample month.
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Figure 4.20. GPS Locations of Beach Seine Hauls at the Three New Sites Sampled During 2008. The
numbers correspond to the sample month.

4.2.3 Genetics

A total of 497 Chinook salmon were screened for microsatellite DNA variation. Data for 71 samples
were excluded from our analysis because we were not able to genotype those individuals for at least 7 of
the 13 microsatellite loci. Most (n = 66) of the problem samples were collected between September 17
and December 19, 2008, and were likely preserved using denatured ethanol, rather than 100% ethanol.
The denatured ethanol may have contained inhibitory compounds that interfered with the PCR process
(Moran and Baker 2002) or the denaturants may have degraded the DNA. Genetic stock identification
analysis was therefore conducted using data for the remaining 426 samples. Stock composition estimates
from the analysis of 277 unmarked juvenile Chinook salmon are presented in Table 4.6. These samples
may include both naturally produced and unmarked hatchery fish (see Section 2.2.2). Most of the fish
sampled were from the upper Columbia River summer/fall stock group (approximately 52%) and may
include individuals from the upper Columbia River, mid Columbia River, Columbia Gorge, and sources
below Bonneville Dam (see Sections 2.2.2 and 2.2.3). Substantial proportions were also estimated for the
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West Cascade Tributary (16%) and Spring Creek (15%) fall run stock groups. Smaller percentages were
estimated for fall run populations in the Snake (8%) and Deschutes (3%) rivers and for spring Chinook
salmon from the Willamette River (6%) and West Cascade Tributary (<1%) stock groups.

Table 4.6. Estimated Percentage Genetic Stock Group Composition and 95% Confidence Intervals of
277 Unmarked Juvenile Chinook Salmon Sampled in the Study Area from March 18 Through
September 17 2008

Genetic Stock Group Estimated Contribution (%) 95% Confidence Interval
Upper Columbia River Summer/Fall 51.7 41.7 56.9
West Cascade Tributary Fall 16.1 10.5 21.9
Spring Creek Group Tule Fall 14.6 9.6 18.9
Snake River Fall 7.9 43 14.6
Willamette River Spring 6.3 1.8 8.1
Deschutes River Fall 2.8 0.4 7.6
West Cascade Tributary Spring 0.6 0.0 5.4
Mid and Upper Columbia River Spring 0.0 0.0 0.0
Snake River Spring 0.0 0.0 0.0
Rogue River 0.0 0.0 0.0

Results of mixture analysis conducted on 149 marked juvenile Chinook salmon are presented in
Table 4.7. Individuals in these samples were marked with an adipose fin clip, CWT, or both marks and
are presumed to be hatchery fish. The Spring Creek group fall stock contributed approximately 75% of
the marked fish sample, likely a result of releases from Spring Creek National Fish Hatchery.
Approximately 17% of the marked samples were estimated to be from upper Columbia River summer/fall
stock and may include fish from both upper and lower river hatchery releases (see list of hatchery releases
of marked fish in Table 2.1 and text in Section 2.2.2). Small percentages were estimated for fall Chinook
salmon from the Snake River (4%) and West Cascade Tributary (3%) groups. We estimated that the mid
and upper Columbia River spring run stock group was present in the sample of marked fish (<1%) but not
in the unmarked sample. Spring run fish from the Snake River and fish of Rogue River ancestry were
absent from both the marked and unmarked samples.

Individual fish probability assignments were summed by collection date for the unmarked and marked
Chinook salmon (Figures 4.21 and 4.22). Both unmarked and marked sample sets showed a shift from
predominately Spring Creek group fall fish in the earliest samples to a more diverse composition of
stocks throughout the summer. Samples of unmarked Chinook salmon collected in May, June, and July
were primarily comprised of fish from the upper Columbia River summer/fall, West Cascade Tributary
fall, and Snake River fall stock groups. The few samples analyzed in August and September were nearly
all from the upper Columbia River summer/fall stock group. Unmarked fish at each of Sites A through E
were from a diversity of stock groups (Figure 4.23). Samples at Sites A, C, and E contained individuals
assigned with high probability values (>0.90) to the Snake River fall run stock group (Table 4.8).
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Table 4.7. Estimated Percentage Genetic Stock Group Composition and 95% Confidence Intervals of
149 Marked Juvenile Chinook Salmon Sampled in the Study Area from March 18 Through
September 17, 2008. Fish were marked with adipose fin clips, CWTs, or both.

Genetic Stock Group

Estimated Contribution

95% Confidence Interval

Spring Creek Group Tule Fall

Upper Columbia River Summer/Fall
Snake River Fall

West Cascade Tributary Fall
Willamette River Spring

Deschutes River Fall

Mid and Upper Columbia River Spring
West Cascade Tributary Spring

Snake River Spring

Rogue River

74.6
16.9

3.5
2.5
14
0.4
0.7
0.0
0.0
0.0

61.3
11.2
0.0
0.9
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0

76.3
21.3
8.7
12.1
2.7
4.7
2.0
34
0.0
0.0

O West Cascade Trib F
B Willamette Sp
O Deschutes F

100 - B Snake F

80 -

60 -

40 -

Number of Fish
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Sampling Date

Figure 4.21. Sums of Fractional Genetic Assignments of Individual Unmarked Chinook Salmon by
Collection Date. Fractions for the mid and upper Columbia spring, Snake spring, and
Rogue stock totaled <1.0 and are not shown. F = fall run, Su = summer run, Sp = spring

run.
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Figure 4.22. Sums of Fractional Genetic Assignments of Individual Marked Chinook Salmon by
Collection Date. Fractions for the mid and upper Columbia spring, Snake spring, and
Rogue stock totaled <1.0 and are not shown. F = fall run, Su = summer run, Sp = spring

run.
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Figure 4.23. Sums of Fractional Genetic Assignments of Individual Unmarked Chinook Salmon by
Sampling Site. Fractions for the mid and upper Columbia spring, Snake spring, and Rogue
stock totaled <1.0 and are not shown. F = fall run, Su = summer run, Sp = spring run.
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Table 4.8. Estimated Origin of Individual Chinook Salmon Assigned to the Snake River Fall and Mid
and Upper Columbia Spring Stock Groups. Only individuals with probabilities (relative to
membership in another stock group) of >0.90 are shown.

Date Site Length Adipose clip Genetic Stock Group Probability
3/18/2008 C 37 No Snake Fall 0.90
5/14/2008 C 134 Yes Mid and Upper Columbia Spring 1.00
5/14/2008 E 46 No Snake Fall 0.94
5/15/2008 A 62 No Snake Fall 1.00
7/15/2008 E 72 No Snake Fall 0.98
7/16/2008 C 66 No Snake Fall 0.99

Chinook salmon from the Spring Creek Group Fall stock were predominate among the marked fish at
all sites, although Site B also included a substantial proportion of upper Columbia River summer/fall fish
(Figure 4.24). A single marked yearling-sized fish from the mid and upper Columbia River spring run
group was present at Site C (Table 4.8).
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Figure 4.24. Sums of Fractional Genetic Assignments of Individual Marked Chinook Salmon by
Sampling Site. Fractions for the mid and upper Columbia spring, Snake spring, and Rogue
stock totaled <1.0 and are not shown. F = fall run, Su = summer run, Sp = spring run.
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424 Diets

Gut content samples for all chum salmon analyzed contained no prey items. In general, Chinook
salmon had larger proportions of empty stomachs than did coho salmon. The greatest proportions of
empty stomachs occurred primarily in April (Table 4.9).

Chinook salmon included in the 2008 diet analysis were generally of comparable size among sites,
ranging from 50-118-mm FL at Site A, 58—100-mm FL at Site B, 51-134-mm FL at Site C, 54-94-mm
FL at Site D, and 54—117-mm FL at Site E, 82-109-mm FL at Site H, and 82—105-mm FL at Site I
(Figure 4.25). Where comparisons could be made among months, statistically significant differences in
fork lengths were identified at all sites except H (Figure 4.26). When all fork lengths were analyzed
collectively, the interaction between month and site was found to be significant (two-way ANOVA, p <
0.0001).

The mean ranked fork length of coho salmon (105.91 £ 38.53 mm SD) included in the 2008 diet was
significantly larger than that of Chinook salmon (77.44 £14.62 mm ; p = 0.0034). The mean ranked fork
length of coho salmon from which gut contents were sampled at Site D during June differed significantly
from those of fish sampled at Sites A, D, and E during May (p < 0.0001). No significant differences were
identified among mean ranked fork lengths for coho salmon at Sites A, D, and E (Figure 4.27).

Regardless of sampling month or site of capture, the diets of Chinook salmon were generally
dominated by aquatic Diptera (largely Chironomidae and Ceratopogonidae; Table 4.10). Mysids and
amphipods were encountered sporadically, at times composing appreciable proportions of the diet (0.00—
0.50). Crustaceans (Copepoda and Cladocera) made up important components of the diet primarily
during June at Sites A and B (0.39 and 0.25, respectively) and May at Site D (0.30), and July at Site N
(0.54). Fish were found in the diet of Chinook salmon only during July at Site A, June and July at Site C,
and April at Site D. Non-dipteran aquatic insects—trichopterans, hemipterans, and ephemeropterans—
comprised no more than 20% of Chinook salmon diets during any one sampling month. Minor taxa—
grouped into the “other” category—were found in gut content samples during most months, composing
large proportions of the diet primarily during later months (Figure 4.28).
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Table 4.9. Distributions of Non-Empty and Empty Stomachs Encountered During Analyses for Gut Content Samples Collected During March Through December 2008. Dashes indicate that salmon of a size appropriate for gastric lavage were
not encountered.

Mar. Apr. May June July Aug. Sept. Oct. Nov. Dec.

Non- Non- Non- Non- Non- Non- Non- Non- Non- Non-
Empty Empty Empty Empty Empty Empty Empty Empty Empty Empty Empty Empty Empty Empty Empty Empty Empty Empty Empty Empty

Site Species n % n % n % n % n % n % n % n % n % n % n % n % n % n % n % n % n % n % n % n %

Chinook 4 100 0 0 1 25 3 75 6 75 2 25 13 87 2 13 7 100 O 0 0 0 1 100 1 100 O 0 1 100 O 0 5 100 O 0 4 100 O 0

A Chum - - - - 0 0 1 100 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Coho - - - - 1 100 O 0 3 100 O 0 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Chinook - - - - 9 474 10 526 1 33 2 67 1 50 1 50 17 8 2 11 5 100 O 0 14 100 O 0 - - - - - - - - - - - -

B Chum - - - - 0 0 3 100 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Coho - - - - - - - - 1 100 O 0 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Chinook 10 91 1 9 1 25 3 75 4 100 O 0 15 100 O 0 13 100 0 0 - - - - - - - - - - - - 2 100 O 0 - - - -

C  Chum - - - - 0 0 4 100 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -