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Spill at Bonneville Dam aids hatchery juvenile salmon’s
early migration downstream
Portland, Ore. – Beginning at midnight March 6, 2008, the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers began spilling at Bonneville Dam to aid the outmigration of juvenile salmon released from a hatchery up river.

Some 7.6 million tule fall Chinook subyearlings were released from Spring Creek National Hatchery, and the spill aids their passage down river. Spill will continue to 6 a.m. March 10.
The U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service releases tule fall Chinook from Spring Creek National Fish Hatchery every year in March, before spill operations for juvenile fish passage begin in early April. Tule fall Chinook are protected under the Endangered Species Act; however, NOAA Fisheries has indicated these fish are in excess of what is needed for recovery and are, therefore, used primarily for harvest.
 Crowding in the juvenile bypass system at Bonneville Dam in 2007 was thought to be a possible contributor to some fish mortality in last year’s hatchery release. This year, the fish were released in two batches:3.5 million smolts on March 5 and the remainder on March 6.
Principal Federal agencies—the Corps, Bonneville Power Administration, USFWS and NOAA Fisheries—agreed to implement the spill regime for 2008 operations, with a future goal to modify hatchery operations at Spring Creek Hatchery. Federal agencies also would convert the early march release fish to another hatchery location that would release smolts later during spring. Treaty Tribes helped to develop the Bonneville operation plan, and the Corps received input from Idaho, Oregon and Washington.
Spring Creek hatchery is located four miles west of the White Salmon/Hood River toll bridge on State Route 14 in Washington. Established in 1901, the hatchery was one of several egg-collecting stations for the Bureau of Commercial Fisheries, Clackamas Hatchery, near Portland. Today, the hatchery is funded by the Corps and the Mitchell Act, which is administered by National Marine Fisheries Service.
The Corps’ planned operation at Bonneville Dam for Spring Creek hatchery releases is available at www.nwd-wc.usace.army.mil/tmt. For more information on fish recovery in the Columbia River Basin, visit www.salmonrecovery.gov.
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