Dead Cow Channel restoration and reconnection
Dead Cow Creek was a historic steelhead spawning and rearing stream. This is a stream with more than a mile of potential habitat of stable spring fed flows of a constant 53oF.  Past land management practices rerouted this stream, shortening the length by 1500 ft ( Figure 1) and adding two impassable culverts ( Figure 2).  In 2007 CTWSRO habitat program with funding from BPA and PCSRF implemented this project to rehabilitate the old channel and reroute the flow from the diverted reach back to the original channel.  Surveys have found fish inhabiting that section of river this year.  As a result nearly 1 mile of stream channel is now available for steelhead rearing and spawning.
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Figure 1.  shortened and poor channel characteristics.
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Figure 2.  Impassable culverts on Dead Cow Creek.
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Figure 3.  red channel is the past redirected channel.  Blue one is the newly reconnected channel.
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Figure 4.  newly connected channel of over 1500 ft.
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